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State Laws Concerning Participation of
Homeschool Students in Public School Activities

This is a list of states that have addressed issues of homeschooler participation in public school
classes, sports, activities, etc. The entry for each state below catalogs the particular access issues the
state has addressed to the approximate extent the state has addressed them. If a state is not listed, or a
particular type of activity is not cataloged within a state’s entry, it means we found no state authority on
point, and it should be assumed that homeschoolers have no access.

[T ”

States use a unique vocabulary in this area: “extracurricular,” “cocurricular,” “curricular,”
“interscholastic,” “program,” “activity,” etc. Care should be taken to distinguish one from another. When a

state defines a word, it is important.

While athletic association rules are not “law,” public schools are generally constrained to operate
within them, or their teams could be disqualified. We therefore refer to association rules of particular
importance in a number of entries.

We strive toward keeping this memo 100% up to date in this rapidly changing area of the law.
However, this list should not be considered authoritative because of the possibility of unobserved
changes in association rules, statutes, regulations, or case decisions, and because of lag time between
changes and the publication of updates.

The appendix section sets out in full many of the statutes and regulations referred to below, and
also lists some other resources.

Alabama

In 2016, the Alabama High School Athletic Association amended its bylaws to allow homeschool students
and other “non-traditional students” to participate in interscholastic athletics with public schools. This was
a response, in part, to Senate Bill 186 and House Bill 287 in 2014. There are humerous requirements:
http://www.ahsaa.com/Portals/0/PDF's/AHSAA/Home%20School/Memo-%20for%201ink%20t0%20Non-
traditional%20school%20laws%20changes.pdf?ver=2016-04-12-170214-927

Alaska

Effective July 1, 2013, a full-time student who is enrolled in grades nine through 12 in an “alternative
education program that is located entirely in the state and that does not offer interscholastic activities is
eligible to participate in any interscholastic activities program available in a public school” if certain
requirements are met. Alaska Statutes § 14.30.365(a). (continued on next page)
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A home school program that is “accredited by a recognized accrediting body” is an “alternative education
program.” Id. § 14.30.365(c)(1). The law does not specify what “recognized” means. Alaska, like all other
states, does not require that a home school program be accredited.

“Interscholastic activities” means “preparation for and participation in events or competitions involving
another school when the preparation or participation (A) is sanctioned or supported by the statewide
interscholastic activities governing body; (B) is conducted outside of the regular school curriculum; and
(C) does not involve participation in student government at a school.” Id. § 14.30.365(c)(4).

Arizona

Homeschooled students are allowed to participate in the public schools’ interscholastic activities “in the
same manner” as pupils who are enrolled in the public schools. Arizona Revised Statutes § 15-802.01.

Arkansas

A school district may permit a local homeschooled student to participate in sports and other activities
regulated by the Arkansas Activities Association. If the local school district agrees, a homeschool student
may participate in activities in another school district, with that district's approval. There are deadlines for
reporting and notifying officials, and requirements for submitting test results. If the district approves the
request, the school must not discriminate against the student. A requirement that the student attend not
more than one period each school day may be imposed. The student must comply with other
requirements applicable to all students. A student must sit out a minimum of 365 days after withdrawing
from any school that is a member of the Arkansas Activities Association.

A school district (including an open-enrollment charter school) may adopt a policy allowing a local
homeschool student to take academic classes, and may impose restrictions and limitations.

California

Rule305 of the California Interscholastic Federation prohibits homeschoolers from playing on public
school teams.

Colorado

Children participating in a nonpublic, home-based education program are allowed equal access to the
public schools’ extracurricular and interscholastic activities. Colorado Revised Statutes §§ 22-33-
104.5(6), 22-32-116.5.

Florida

Home-educated students are eligible to participate in the public schools’ interscholastic extracurricular
activities. Florida Statutes § 1006.15.

Hawaii

Because Hawaii does not have a law granting homeschooled students the right to participate in public
school classes and activities, individual schools and schools districts have the authority to decide whether
to allow homeschool students to participate. Policies vary according to district.



Idaho

Any student who receives educational instruction outside a public school classroom is allowed to dual
enroll in a public school to participate in any public school program, including nonacademic activities and
post-secondary programs. The same behavior, performance, and responsibility standards apply.
Homeschool students must have a standardized test or portfolio showing average performance or
performance at the student's grade level. A test or portfolio makes the student eligible (or ineligible) for
the current school year and the following school year. Idaho Code § 33-203(4) and (9).

Homeschool students are not required to take a class at a public school to participate in the school’s
sports program.

Illinois

Nonpublic school students may request to enroll part-time in public schools. The school board has the
authority to accept such students into part-time attendance with restrictions but is not required by law to
do so. 105 lllinois Compiled Statutes 5/10-20.24. In practice, public schools rarely let homeschool student
play on their teams.

According to the lllinois High School Association, each local school determines whether a home school
student enrolled at and attending the public school can participate in the school’s interscholastic and
activity teams. Other requirements apply:
http://www.ihsa.org/documents/forms/current/HomeSchoolFactSheet.pdf

Children with disabilities enrolled in nonpublic schools (including homeschools) have a right to enroll part-
time in public school. Id. 5/14-6.01.

Indiana

Effective starting in the 2013-2014 school year, Indiana High School Athletic Association rules provide
that a student enrolled full time in a non-public, non-accredited high school “may have eligibility” to play
on teams of his local public school. The student must be enrolled in and attending one class at the public
school for at least one full credit. The student must have been enrolled in the non-public school for 3
successive years before submitting a request and he must “complete any state-wide examination
authorized by the Indiana Department of Education.” The student must be taking and passing at least
70% of the maximum number of classes he could be taking.

See pages 3 and 4 of this document:
http://www.ihsaa.org/Portals/O/ihsaa/documents/about%20ihsaa/minutes/2012-13/042913%20board.pdf

See Rule 18:1 http://www.ihsaa.org/Portals/0/ihsaa/documents/about%20ihsaa/Articles.pdf

lowa

Students homeschooling under any option OTHER than Independent Private Instruction or Private
Instruction (choice 1 and 2 in HSLDA’s summary chart of lowa homeschool law) may dual enroll with the
public school to participate in any academic, instructional, or extracurricular activities offered by the
school district. lowa Code §8256.46, 299A.8; lowa Administrative Code 88 281-31.5 to -31.6.
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Kansas

Kansas does not have a law granting homeschooled students the right to participate in public school
classes and activities; thus, the individual schools and schools districts have the authority to decide
whether to allow homeschooler participation. Policies often vary from district to district.

Students wishing to participate in public school classes or activities should contact their local school for
information regarding their district’s policy.

Louisiana

The bylaws of the Louisiana High School Athletic Association (LHSAA) allow home study students to
participate in interscholastic athletic activities at the local public school within their attendance zone if the
principal approves. See Bylaws 1.19, 1.19.1 and 1.19.2 on pages 29-30 of the LHSAA Handbook
http://cdn.lhsaa.org/uploads/handbook/Section 1 - Eligibility98.pdf. Home study students must meet the
same standards and requirements as other students.

The student’s parent must make a written request to participate no later than the first 11 days of the
school year. The principal of the school must approve or disapprove the request within 30 days. The
principal may only request such information and documentation that is required of other students. The
principal’s decision is final. Rule 1.19.4 says no person “shall have a cause of action arising from a
denial” of the request by the principal.

The home study student must provide proof that he is registered with the State BESE and provide a copy
of his transcript. The transcript must show units completed or in progress, grades earned, and the
cumulative grade point average. Home study students must meet the same academic standards as other
students. A parent can demonstrate this by submitting to the principal the same evidence of progress the
parent submitted to the State BESE.

(On January 29, 2013, the Louisiana Supreme Court struck down Louisiana Revised Statutes Annotated
§ 17:236.3 http://www.lasc.org/opinions/2013/12CA1471.pdf which had previously given home study
students the right to participate in interscholastic athletic activities.)

Maine

Students receiving home instruction may enroll in any classes at the appropriate public school. This
includes all academic, cocurricular and extracurricular activities. Maine Revised Statutes Annotated tit.
20-A, 8§ 5021.

For regular classes and cocurricular activities, the superintendent’s approval is required, but he may not
unreasonably withhold his approval. (See 20-A MRSA 85021.1.A and .4.A. Do not confuse with 85021-A)
The superintendent’s approval is not required for a home instruction student to try out for extracurricular
activities. (See 20-A MRSA §5021.5)

However, a federal court ruled that if a homeschooler plays on a private school team, it is not a violation
of federal law for the state sports association to disqualify the team from interscholastic competition.

Pelletier v. Maine Principals’ Ass’n, 261 F. Supp. 2d 10 (D. Me. 2003) (After the federal case ended, the
state court case was dismissed without a ruling. York County Superior Court, ALFSC-CV-2003-00073.)

Although § 5021(3) seems to give homeschoolers the right to access special education services, schools
have taken the position that homeschoolers are not eligible for special education services.

Students homeschooling through a private school “recognized” by the Commissioner of Education as
providing equivalent instruction (i.e., by following the applicable guidelines) have access to curricular,
extracurricular and interscholastic activities unless the public school does not have the “capacity.” See
20-A Maine Revised Statutes §85021-A as amended by LD 92 effective July 22, 2013. (Do not confuse this
statute with 20-A §5021.)


http://cdn.lhsaa.org/uploads/handbook/Section_1_-_Eligibility98.pdf
http://www.lasc.org/opinions/2013/12CA1471.pdf

Maryland

An intermediate appellate court ruled against private school students who sought to participate in a public
school extracurricular activity. Thomas v. Allegany County Bd. of Educ., 443 A.2d 622 (Md. App. 1982).

A private school may include homeschool athletes on its teams without losing its eligibility, according to
the Maryland Public Schools Secondary Athletics Association’s "Approved Standards of Competition."
(This policy was adopted as the result of a federal lawsuit, Bressler v. Maryland Public Schools
Secondary Athletics Association, JFM-05CV783 (D. Md. 2005).)
http://www.mpssaa.org/assets/sanctioning/Standards%200f%20Competition%20Form.pdf

Massachusetts

A trial court ruled that a public school and the state athletic association must let a homeschool student try
out for and play on a girls’ softball team because prohibiting her participation would be unconstitutional as
not rationally related to a legitimate state interest. There was no appeal.

See: Richard Davis v. Massachusetts Interscholastic Athletic Association, Inc., and Dr. Morris Splain,
Superintendent of Norton High School, No. CA942887, Jan. 18, 1995, 3 Mass.L.Rptr. 375, Superior Court
of Massachusetts.

The Massachusetts Interscholastic Athletic Association subsequently amended their rules to allow
homeschoolers to participate on public school teams provided they are in compliance with the school’s
policy. For additional details, see MIAA Handbook Rule 54.

http://www.miaa.net/gen/miaa_generated bin/documents/basic_module/MIAAHandbook1113.pdf

Michigan

The Michigan Department of Education states that in order to participate in extracurricular activities at the
public school, the student “should be enrolled part-time in the public school.” (See Nonpublic and Home
School Information.) http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-6530 6569 35175---,00.html

However, the Michigan High School Athletic Association’s eligibility rules require a student to be "on the
school records for at least 66% of full credit load potential for a full time student” in order to play sports for
a member school. http://www.mhsaa.com/Portals/0/Documents/AD%20Forms/eligibility%20summary.pdf

Homeschool students have a right to take elective courses (i.e., courses that the Michigan statutes do not
require homeschool programs to teach) at their local public school. This is based on a Michigan Supreme
Court case, Snyder v. Charlotte Pub. Sch. Dist., 365 N.W. 2d 151 (Mich. 1984). Also see Michigan
Department of Education statements at http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-6530 6569 35175---
00.html

“Auxiliary services” which are offered to public school students must be provided “on an equal basis” to
nonpublic (but not homeschool) students. Michigan Compiled Laws Annotated § 380.1296. These
“auxiliary services” may include speech therapy, language therapy, remedial reading, and other services
for students with disabilities. Id.
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Minnesota

School districts “shall allow all resident pupils receiving instruction in a home school ... to be eligible to
fully participate in extracurricular activities on the same basis as public school students.” Minnesota
Statutes Annotated § 123B.49, subd. 4(a)-(b). This does not include co-curricular activities.

Missouri

Missouri Revised Statutes § 167.031(1) says a student must attend some “public, private, parochial,
parish, home school or a combination of such schools.” This might give homeschool students a right to
enroll part time in public school.

§ 162.1250.1, which deals with public schools offering online programs, says: “Nothing in this section
shall preclude a private, parochial, or home school student residing within a school district offering virtual
courses or virtual programs from enrolling in the school district in accordance with the combined
enrollment provisions of section 167.031 for the purposes of participating in the virtual courses or virtual
programs.” This clearly gives public schools the authorization, and perhaps even the duty, to allow
homeschool students to participate in public school online programs.

Missouri State High School Athletic Association By-law 2.3.4.c (effective July 1, 2017) allows homeschool
students to participate in activities if the student is taking at least two seat-time classes at their local
public school (for a total of at least one unit of credit in progress), if the local school confirms that the
student is carrying (in effect) a full-time work load considering all classes together, and if the public school
confirms the student is academically eligible, using whatever standards the public school sets. By-law
2.3.4.d provides that a homeschool student entering this program will be treated as a transfer

student. (Transfer issues are outlined in rule 3.10 and under some circumstances will exclude a student
from participating for 365 days.)

The Missouri Department of Education states that public schools must give homeschool students access
to the district’s gifted education programs. See page 8: Gifted Education Programs Procedure Manual

Montana

The Supreme Court of Montana ruled that school district policy which kept nonpublic students from
participating in sports programs was “reasonable.” Kaptein v. Conrad Sch. Dist., 931 P.2d 1311 (Mont.
1997).

Nebraska

School boards shall allow part-time enrollment of students who are residents of the school district. School
board policies may require part-time students to follow school policies that apply to other students at any
time the part-time student is present on school grounds or at a school-sponsored activity or athletic event.
Nebraska Revised Statutes § 79-2,136.

According to Bylaw 2.5 of the Nebraska School Activities Association, a student must be enrolled in at
least 20 hours per week during the current and previous semester in order to represent a high school in
athletic or non-athletic interscholastic competition. https://nsaahome.org/textfile/yb/c&b.pdf

Nevada

The board of trustees of the school district must allow homeschooled students to participate in classes,
extracurricular and interscholastic activities, and sports in the district in which the student resides, subject
to statutory requirements. The governing body of a charter school must allow homeschooled students to
participate in classes and extracurricular activities when all statutory requirements are met. A notice of
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intent of a homeschooled child to participate in programs and activities must be filed with the school
district. Nevada Revised Statutes 88§ 386.462, 386.580(5)-(7), 392.070; Nevada Administrative Code ch.
386, 88 793, 802, 804.

New Hampshire

Home educated students have access to public school curricular courses and cocurricular programs.
“Cocurricular programs” means any activity “designed to supplement and enrich regular academic
programs of study, provide opportunities for social development, and encourage participation in clubs,
athletics, performing groups, and service to school and community.” New Hampshire Revised Statutes
Annotated 8§ 193:1-c.

School districts may adopt policies regulating homeschool participation, as long as the policies are not
more restrictive than those governing public school students. Id.

New Jersey

Homeschoolers do not have a statutory right to access public school classes or extracurriculars. On
November 9, 2011, however, the New Jersey State Interscholastic Athletic Association (NJSIAA)
amended their bylaws to make it clear that local school districts may allow homeschool students to
compete in interscholastic sports, provided the student (1) resides in the district for which he is playing,
(2) obtains approval from his local school board and principal, (3) demonstrates that he is academically
qualified and is receiving an equivalent education, and (4) complies with all requirements imposed on
other members of the team. (See page 75 of the NJSIAA Constitution, Bylaws, Rules, and Regulations.)
http://www.njsiaa.ora/REFERENCES/11-12ConstitutionByLaw.pdf

Similarly, the New Jersey Department of Education’s website states that local boards of education may
allow homeschool students “to participate in curricular and extra-curricular activities or sports activities.”
(See question 10 of the Department of Education’s FAQs.)
http://www.state.nj.us/education/genfo/fag/fag_homeschool.htm

In practice, public schools rarely allow homeschoolers to participate.

If a public school allows private school students to come onto public school property to receive special
education services, they must provide the same access to homeschool students. Forstrom v. Byrne, 775
A.2d 65 (N.J. Sup. Ct. App. Div. 2001).

New Mexico

A home school student is eligible to participate in up to three school district activities at the public school
in the attendance zone in which the student resides. The school district shall verify each homeschool
student’s academic eligibility to participate in school district activities. New Mexico Statutes Annotated §
22-8-23.8.

The New Mexico Activities Association reiterates that home school students may participate in up to three
athletic activities during the school year. (See NMAAHandbookRule10.5.)
http://www.nmact.org/file/Section 10.pdf

New York

An appellate court ruled against homeschoolers who sought access to public school interscholastic
sports. Bradstreet v. Sobol, 650 N.Y.S.2d 402 (N.Y. App. Div. 1996). In addition, the Commissioner of
Education’s regulations allow a student in grades 9-12 to participate in an interscholastic public school
sport only if she or he is a “bona fide student, enrolled during the first 15 days of such semester, is
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registered in the equivalent of three regular courses, is meeting the physical education requirement, and
has been in regular attendance 80 percent of the school time ....” New York Compiled Codes, Rules &
Regulations tit. 8, § 135.4(c)(7)(ii)(b)(2).

North Dakota

A homeschooled student may participate in extracurricular activities in his or her local school district. The
student may also participate in extracurricular activities at an approved nonpublic school if permitted by
the school’s administrator. The student is subject to the same standards for participation as full-time
students at the applicable school. North Dakota Century Code § 15.1-23-16.

Ohio

A public school must allow local homeschoolers to participate in extracurricular activities. A public school
has discretion to allow a non-local homeschooler to participate in extracurricular activities if the student’s
own district does not offer the activity. There are academic eligibility requirements. Ohio Code
§3313.5312(A), enacted July, 2013.

Ohio Code §3313.5311.(A) states that the definition of “extracurricular activity” applicable to §3313.5312
is found in Ohio Code §3313.537, where it is defined as a pupil program a school sponsors or participates
in, including an interscholastic program, that is “not included in the school’s graded course of study.”

Oklahoma

The federal 10th Circuit Court of Appeals upheld a decision denying a homeschool student access to
part-time public school enrollment. Swanson v. Guthrie Indep. Sch. Dist. No. I-1, 942 F. Supp. 511 (W.D.
Okla. 1996), affd, 135 F.3d 694 (10th Cir. 1998).

Oregon

School districts must allow homeschool students access to public school interscholastic activities. Oregon
Revised Statutes § 339.460.

Pennsylvania

Homeschooled students meeting the same eligibility criteria as public school students may participate in
extracurricular activities at their public school district of residence. Such activities may include, but are not
limited to, clubs, musical ensembles, athletics, and theatrical productions. 24 Pennsylvania Statutes
Annotated § 13-1327.1(f.1). See also 24 Pennsylvania Statutes Annotated § 5-511.

Rhode Island

Homeschool students are eligible to participate in activities sponsored by the Rhode Island Interscholastic
League (RIIL) pursuant to art.3,81(H) of the RIIL Rules & Regulations. See also Michael B. v. Exeter-
West Greenwich Reg’l. Sch. Dist. Comm., No. 0077-91 (Comm. of Ed. Nov. 25, 1991).
http://www.riil.org/rules/ARTICLE 3.pdf




South Carolina

Homeschool students may participate in "interscholastic activities" at their local public school if they have
been homeschooled. Code of Laws of South Carolina 1976 Annotated § 59-63-100(A)(3), (B). For the
purposes of this statute, the term "interscholastic activities" is defined as including, but not being limited
to, "athletics, music, speech, and other extracurricular activities." Id. § 59-63-100(A)(4)."

According to opinions of the South Carolina Attorney General:

(1) a homeschool student may participate in a school district's Junior ROTC program (Op. S.C. Att'y. Gen.

2012 WL 4009948, Sept. 5, 2012, to Sen. Campsen; and WL 4009949, Sept 5, 2012, to State Sup't.
Zais);

(2) the state high school sports association may not prohibit a homeschool student from playing on a
charter school team (Op. S.C. Att'y. Gen. 2012 WL 4009948, Sept 5, 2012, to Sen. Campsen);

(3) otherwise eligible public school students who switch to a homeschool program do not need to sit out
one year before they can participate in an interscholastic activity, notwithstanding what a narrow reading
of SC Code 59-63- 100(A)(3) might indicate (Op. S.C. Atty Gen 2013 WL 1931658, April 24, 2013, to
Rep. Newton); and

(4) homeschool students may play for a different school within the district where they live if public school
students there are allowed to open enroll in a different school within the same district. (Op. S.C. Atty Gen
2014 WL 4659413, Sept. 8, 2014, to Sen. Martin).

South Dakota

A homeschool student can participate in public school sports subject to the approval of the school board.
South Dakota Codified Laws § 13-36-7. A homeschool student also has a right to partial enrollment in
public school. 1d. § 13-28-51, as confirmed by an opinion of the South Dakota Attorney General.
http://www.hslda.org/hs/state/sd/Attorney_Gen_opinion_SD_11-20-2015.pdf. If the student’s enroliment in
public school is equal to or greater than 50%, the student is required to take the same tests as public
school students as prescribed in SDCL 13-3-55. A homeschool student can obtain a loan of textbooks
from the public school. South Dakota Codified Laws § 13-34-23.

Tennessee

The Tennessee Secondary School Athletic Association (TSSAA) permits a homeschooled student to
participate in public school extracurricular athletics if that student’s parent has filed a notice of intent for
that student and has otherwise complied with the requirements of Tennessee Code Annotated § 49-6-
3050(b). Other eligibility requirements also apply. (See TSSAA Bylaws, art. Il, 8 25, page 19.)

Effective March 11, 2015, TSSAA bylaws were changed so that homeschool students associated with a
church-related school, or operating in a satellite of a church-related school, or enrolled in a distance
learning program, may also participate in public school extracurricular athletics, but they must
simultaneously file a notice of intent and follow the requirements of Tennessee Code Annotated § 49-6-
3050(bh).

If a school is a member of TSSAA, and assuming the student is eligible to participate under TSSAA rules,
local schools are prohibited from preventing homeschoolers (who operate under the notice statute) from
seeking to participate. See Tennessee Statute §49-6-3050(e), as signed into law April 1, 2013.
http://www.tn.gov/sos/acts/108/pub/pc0225.pdf

TSSAA member schools may “play or scrimmage any secondary school with grades 9 and above in
regular season play. For the purposes of this rule, a school team may be one school or a cooperative
program of one or more schools.” (See TSSAA Bylaws, art. IV, § 1.) This could include home school
cooperative teams and teams from church related schools. TSSAA member schools may also play or


http://www.scag.gov/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/campsen-c-massey-s-owens-p-os-9486-9-5-12-equal-access-to-interscholastic-activities-act.pdf
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http://www.scag.gov/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/campsen-c-massey-s-owens-p-os-9486-9-5-12-equal-access-to-interscholastic-activities-act.pdf
http://www.scag.gov/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/newton-w-w-j-os-9589-4-24-13-equal-access-to-interscholastic-activities-act.pdf
http://www.scag.gov/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Martin-S.-OS-9826-9-8-2014-00438251xD2C78.pdf
http://www.scag.gov/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Martin-S.-OS-9826-9-8-2014-00438251xD2C78.pdf
http://www.tn.gov/sos/acts/108/pub/pc0225.pdf

scrimmage individual home schooled students during the regular season, especially in individual sports
such as track and field, wrestling, and golf. (See FAQs on page 54 of the TSSAA Handbook.)
http://www.tssaa.org/handbook/handbook.pdf

Texas

Because Texas does not have a law granting homeschooled students the right to participate in public
school classes and activities, individual schools and schools districts have the authority to decide whether
to allow homeschool students to participate. Policies vary according to district. On the other hand, Texas’
athletic association, the University Interscholastic League, prohibits homeschool student’s participation in
UIL sports at the local public school. See the UIL’s eligibility policy: http://www.uiltexas.org/policy/eligibility

Utah

Homeschool students are eligible to participate in extracurricular activities at a public school subject to the
same requirements as public school students. School districts may not impose requirements that are not
imposed on fully enrolled public school students. Utah Code § 53A-11-102.6; Utah Administrative Code
R277-438-3 thru -4, R277-700-6.

Homeschool students who are dual enrolled in the public school are eligible to participate “in any
academic activity in the public school available to students in [their] grade or age group, subject to
compliance with the same rules and requirements that apply to a full-time student’s participation in the
activity.” Utah Code § 53A-11-102.5(3).

Vermont

School boards are required to adopt rules to integrate home study students “into its schools through
enrollment in courses, participation in cocurricular and extracurricular activities and use of facilities.”
Vermont Statutes Annotated tit. 16, § 563(24). School boards are also required to follow the guidelines
contained in Code of Vermont Rules 22-000-009, §§ 4401-05.

Virginia

A school board has the option of allowing homeschool students to take classes. A 1973 attorney general
opinion says that “there is no law which prohibits a school board from accepting” a private school student
who wants to take an individual class at a public school. 1973 Va. Op. Att'y Gen. (Nov. 30, 1973)
(addressed to the Hon. Donald Pendleton). An informal letter from Assistant Attorney General Joan
Murphy dated October 6, 1995, indicates that the reference to “private school student” in the Attorney
General’s opinion should be construed to include homeschool students.

Under Code of Virginia Annotated § 22.1-253.13:2(N), a public school can receive state funding for a
homeschool student taking no more than two of the following classes: math, science, English, history,
social science, career and technical education, fine arts, foreign language, health education, or physical
education.
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http://www.tssaa.org/handbook/handbook.pdf
http://www.uiltexas.org/policy/eligibility

Washington

Homeschoolers have access to interscholastic contests and competitions because the Washington
Interscholastic Activities Association (WIAA) deems homeschoolers to be “regular members” of the local
public school where they have filed their notice of intent to homeschool. Rule18.5.3andQ&A-2.
http://www.uiltexas.org/policy/eligibility. The WIAA has prepared an academic plan contract for the
student, his parents, public school principal and athletic director to sign. (See Home Based Contract)
http://www.wiaa.com/ConDocs/Con395/2010/HomeBased_Contract.pdf

School districts must permit enrollment of and provide ancillary services for part-time students enrolled in
home-based education programs. Washington Revised Code § 28A.150.350.

West Virginia

The West Virginia Supreme Court has ruled that homeschooled students can be prohibited from
participating in interscholastic athletics with public school students. This ruling held that permitting the
West Virginia Secondary School Activities Association to require eligible students to be enrolled full time
in a member school did not violate the equal protection rights of homeschooled students. Jones v. W. Va.
State Bd. of Educ., 622 S.E.2d 289 (W. Va. 2005).

West Virginia Code §18-8-1(c)(3) says the county superintendent shall “offer such assistance, including
... available resources ... as may assist the person ... providing home instruction.” This section also says
that a homeschool student may take “any class offered” if the local school board approves.

Wisconsin

A school board shall allow a pupil enrolled in a home-based private educational program who has met the
standards for admission to the course to attend up to 2 courses at a public school in the district during
each school semester if the school board determines that there is sufficient space in the classroom. The
school board shall determine the minimum standards for admission to a course. The pupil may attend one
course in each of 2 school districts, but may not attend more than 2 courses in any semester. Wisconsin
Statutes 118.53

Section 1828 of 2013 Wisconsin Act 20, effective July 2, 2013, gave school boards the new power to
establish admission standards for admission to individual courses. It also expanded the potential
availability of classes from high school classes only to classes at any grade level. Act 20 removed the
reference to homeschooling in §118.145 and created a new statute, §118.53, to govern homeschool
access.

Effective July 13, 2015, Wisconsin statute 118.133 requires school boards to permit homeschool students
to participate in sports and extracurricular activities on the same basis and to the same extent as public
school students. The school board may ask the family to provide a statement confirming that the student
meets the board’s requirements relating to age, and academic and disciplinary records. A temporary rule
issued by the Wisconsin Interscholastic Athletic Association states that a statement of enrollment (PI-
1206) must be on file with respect to the homeschool student.

Wyoming

State law permits nonenrolled students to participate in any activities which are sanctioned by the
Wyoming High School Activities Association (WHSAA) and are offered by the school district in which the
student resides. Wyoming Statutes Annotated § 21-4-506.

The WHSAA allows home educated students to play on participating schools’ sports teams. (See WHSAA
Constitution, art. XIII, no. 7; WHSAA Rules 2.6.4, 3.1.3, 6.2.91, 6.2.92))
http://www.whsaa.org/handbook/Handbook.pdf
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Prepared by the legal staff of the Home School Legal Defense Association. Permission to reprint granted.
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APPENDIX
Alaska Statutes 8§ 14.30.365 (effective July 1, 2013)

Interscholastic activities; eligibility

(a) A full-time student who is eligible under (b) of this section who is enrolled in grades nine through 12 in
an alternative education program that is located entirely in the state and that does not offer interscholastic
activities is eligible to participate in any interscholastic activities program available in a public school

(1) that, based on the residence of the parent or legal guardian, the student would be eligible to
attend were the student not enrolled in an alternative education program; or

(2) at which the student requests to participate, if
(A) the student shows good cause; and
(B) the governing body of the school approves.
(b) A student is eligible to participate in interscholastic activities under this section if the student

(1) is otherwise eligible to participate in interscholastic activities under requirements established
by the school, the school district, and the statewide interscholastic activities governing body;

(2) provides documentation, including academic transcripts, proof of full-time enroliment, and
applicable disciplinary records, and, if required for participation in an activity by the school,
requested medical records, to the school providing the interscholastic activities program; and

(3) claims the same school for interscholastic activities eligibility purposes during a school year.
(c) In this section,

(1) “alternative education program” means a public secondary school that provides a
nontraditional education program, including the Alaska Military Youth Academy; a public
vocational, remedial, or theme-based program; a home school program that is accredited by a
recognized accrediting body; a charter school authorized under AS 14.03.250--14.03.290; and a
statewide correspondence school that enrolls students who reside outside of the district in which
the student resides and provides less than three hours a week of scheduled face-to-face student
interactions in the same location with a teacher who is certified under AS 14.20.020;

(2) “district” has the meaning given in AS 14.17.990;
(3) “full-time student” means a student who

(A) is enrolled in not less than five classes in grades nine through 11 and not less than
four classes in grade 12; and

(B) is on track to graduate from secondary school in not more than four years of
attendance in secondary school;

(4) “interscholastic activities” means preparation for and participation in events or competitions
involving another school when the preparation or participation

(A) is sanctioned or supported by the statewide interscholastic activities governing body;
(B) is conducted outside of the regular school curriculum; and

(C) does not involve participation in student government at a school.
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Arizona Revised Statutes 8 15-802.01

Children instructed at home; eligibility to participate in interscholastic activities

A. Notwithstanding any other law, a child who resides within the attendance area of a public school and
who is instructed at home shall be allowed to try out for interscholastic activities on behalf of the public
school in the same manner as a pupil who is enrolled in that public school. Registration, age eligibility
requirements, fees, insurance, transportation, physical condition, qualifications, responsibilities, event
schedules, standards of behavior and performance policies for home schooled students shall be
consistent with those policies established for students enrolled in that public school. The individual
providing the primary instruction of a child who is instructed at home shall submit written verification that
provides:

1. Whether the student is receiving a passing grade in each course or subject being taught.
2. Whether the student is maintaining satisfactory progress towards advancement or promotion.

B. A child who is instructed at home and who was previously enrolled in a school shall be ineligible to
participate in interscholastic activities for the remainder of the school year during which the child was
enrolled in a school.

C. A schoo