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C H ~PH P l 

The Consumer-Citizen 

How EUfOpe ans n.ded Rights for Goods 

!n AI",u In 19~5, a G""""n 'py dj'g~",d a, a G! bl,w hi, 
rot", u,h,n h, pick,d ~p an old "1<.",11, bull. E,,,rybo<iy 
.IWU~ Ihallh, A",,,u-am don'l pjck up old cjga"lI, bull! , 

KO~UT GUblN , 

F"""h "'It, 1955 

Go,,,ume, 'OI'e",snly and Ih, /,b"al 'y,ln" . , . ,land 0' 
falllos,lh". 

G,o oc . H. HILO"' '''O. 
Am",K.n <eonom i .. , 191 1 

S.AI" "'AS I It' O~ LY Couno y in.1I Eomr< excluded from !he Mor
.h.ll Plan. Un!il Sulin !ornro down !he off« of .id, ,,'en !he So"i« 
Uni"",.." digible for the grant>. <rotli .. , .nd ,upplie> !h. t !he U,S. gOY
ernment " . nod ",nding .broo d in J une 194M under !he term. of the Eu
mr<.n R«OHry Program. Sp.in Wa. barred becau>c h.nci><o Franco', 
dicratonhip, noW iirml)' e",con<cd, <ontinued to be regarded .. a 
""ludliJ off,hoot of N.,i.m ," ' To include thi' p.1ri.h amons n"i"". 
along wi.h !he MICen otOcr wun!!ie. Jin.lly decl.red digibk, Pre.ideo! 
Hdrry S Trum.n determined. w., "no. only. b.d <redi! ri ,k- bu! ". 
moral risk" .. ,..011.' 

In Spain" exC/u'ion lie> the pi'" of . whol, mOl'ie, till,d wi.h ><If-<>'i
dent irony j8,,"''''nido Misl" .liar<hali! ,\bd, in 1951 b)' tho gifICd 
)'oung dim'.or Lui, Gorei. Ikrhnga . tho fi lm wa. Ioo<cly b.",d on on ' 0-
tu.1 n,nt. Thi. Was !h, mi"ioo of U.S. Army Major Ci<ner.1 Jdm" W, 
Spr)', ",oouctro from Augu.t to No,',mber 1951 •• the he.d of •• un·C)· 
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!<am of n ine!j" W m:onnoi!er !he coun,,)' for Cold War mihur}' bal< •. 
Mixing the fond populi"" of wntempor:or)" Italian "eore.h,m with the 
Spani'h ""e for grotc"lue Glr.,ature . il<rl;mg, .. !iriled offici.1 Sp,in·, 
.ub><n'ien! que" for h':lndoua. Ikl. tedlj" under the term< of the Mu!u.1 
Sccurity Ae! of I ~5 I in recogni.ion of Sp,in·, newfound ""fulne" •• ,n 

,Ill· • • he di<1aronhip began W wlke. !he .id i. h.d bc<n begging for ,incr 
1949. 

W,/cu"" Atr. M"rwaU! oIyl)' ,,,,cred • • where written rewrd. f.i l, in 
relling of. Europe toming f.c< to face wi.h This behemoTh of well·being: 
of !he fanciful exp«.atioru the M."h.1I1'i.n .rou"d thar European. 
would WOn enio)' Ame rican ... nd",!> of Ii;' i n~; of neW . lI iancr. formed 
in !he name of the con,umer. dj'n.mi,ro b)' Cold Wor poli'i<> .nd 
lmoo,hed by U.S , «onomi<: ,nd cult ural c.pital: but al", of!be t",,,a il,d 

iourney JT1O"j' people took 01'<' !he nex! TWO dec.de. lrom the nlin, of 'he 
bourgroi' regime of con,"mption W the i,,!},·buil, found .. ion. of wh., 

in [urope'"" by 1960 wa, known as "the ma" conSumer soci<l)". " 
Ikrlang,·, film open • ., , rondown a",ili.n "illage rou><' i!Self from 

ill ",cular .Iumber ., 'he corlpnorning new. That the Amer."n, . re d ue 
W I·i,i,. The ma),or prepare, W welcome ,hi. "Mr. ~\anh.lI' in the ,ime· 

honored f •• hion wi.h 'oam of kmorude .nd ,.ngri" onl)' to be per· 
.u.d,d by. pa .. ing en!en.inmen' ,gen! thar Vilb r del Rio •• it ".Ily 

is-with it> dried·up lountain, broken·down toW" clock, "''''wny .ni· 
m.l .. black·<hroudcd women • • nd h>tb. men ".itting .. oun d the cen· 
!",I "lu",e dre.ming .bout h,,,',,,, !be(d nner plmred"- will ",,,,, 
aar.tt the Americ,n,' b<nela<1ion , The whole world Know" :>Olanolo !he 

fl.<hy impre.ario "gLl<'. !h.:., people nccJ to package ,hem",,"« prop
erly to become 'he OOiecl> of Amcri<:.·. gen"""i!y.' With an . latrity thar 
confoun d, !he de. db<" local elire, !he 'ow",people tra",form their de<· 
i<cared flat land inro.n ,n!icing And.lu,i,n .tage >rt, of the ki nd famil· 

ior to aficiom do, of urmm and '0 American rouri", wi,h a pitture· 
postcard im.:lge of Spain , A, ,be ful l·drc;. "he .... 1 of Their neW id,n· 

!ity "ach" ia climax, the ,un· bbcheJ cow patch noW a .un ·dreoch,d 
Foremkin Vill,ge of chorale ... inging ",hool children . Flomenco·d,ncing 

women, and bull·figh!ing men . !he Y,nk« cal·.bde whi""" through. h 
doc.n', ,,'en .Iow down enough To regi"'r!he 'OW"·, exi"encr, mlKh 

b, r"pond '0 it> ingrati"ing di'rla}" of c"., ivity. 
Hollywood tondemnro the fi lm . , an, i·A""rican when ~ ..... ,hown 

"' the Cann« Fe"i .. 1 in 195J Iwhe" i. w., accl.imed for i" humor).' 
The inJu"ry'. Jour emi<>",y, Edward G. Robin""" ml>s.cd in point-
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whOch w •• no< ., .11 to c.>tigote U,S. indifference. bot to chide roblie il

lo>ion> .oout qod fixe. , The film .howed the people who ha d fo rmerly 
>tooJ in the .h.dow. of boCK-ure" doorw.}'. "epping into the fore
ground, ragged ly l in i n~ op in the centr.1 'G 0are to "oice their hoJ~c
podge of ",ant<, It .howed the town intell<ctu,1 p<liti""ing for. tele

"ope to emble him to ,," lortber;.n old pe.",nt I.d }', prodded to make 
her choit< ... re.",h ing oOt "chocolate,' tbe .n<icnt "".ing 01 the roo" 
.nd two working Women "I0.bbling ",'er whether both <an list. ma .. -
prodo<ed good , the "'wing m1Chine. 'The pe,"'nt Juan" longing for a 

tr.etor i •• hown con>umm"ed in a dream ><qoonce that ha. the machine 
deli"ered from .n . irplane, it> be.rer>. the Three .\ Iagi. bearded like 
S.nla a.o •• nd mU>lached like s..lin , por.chuting it to earth , whe", 

Jo.n, >miling ",mphically like. Five-Ye., l'l.n bero, ,hrow. it into ~eor 

>od .pecd. off to plow hi' h"d .. rabble land,. 
All f.n .. ,ie. to ""u~ht: The fin. l "'ene ,ho",. ,be ch .. tened ,'ill.ger> 

"'aggling into the cen,,,,1 square to p.y for their l ri ll}' w>lumc', paper 
garl.nd. , poIted plmt .. and other prop<-------flO< ",~h moncy. for they hal'e 

nO<le. but with trm<cJ-up chicken., candbt;cks, mirror>, copper W"er 
jug<. and th, other bric-a- b .. c of hombl, li'"< •. The la>l to arril'< , the 

>tiff-legged old Hid.lgo, obiige> by donating hi. rusted .word, em blem 01 
hi. oWn one,ime grip o\'cr Villar del Rio and hi' wnqoi>tador an«sto,,' 

long-Io>! hegemon)' ",'er 'he Americ. n "connib.l>." Silly deloded 011«. 
the omni .. i,"t n .. " .. tor gen,I)' ,hide, ,hem: ch.ng<, when i, <ome •• will 

occur" yoor own tempo, through )'oor own «>00'-">' and be in your 
oWn image. 

How moeh .nd whot ,hould the people of forope be getting in the 
wake of World \1:'., II ~ Any uudy of the ch,lIenge 01 American wn.urner 

colture '0 Europe.n commercial ci",Ii,,,io" ho> to <o"<ider ,be ~ 1 .. >11.11 
I'I.n ••• i, re.lly was, a> centr.1 to the .n,wcr. Not as enlightened bene

hction. bot •• be.rer of new ""J" of 'hinking .ooot prodocing ./Hoene<, 
No< a, • gil, propagated wi,h glouy image> of gi.nt dockside forklift> in 
Soothamptom, Rotterdam, and Antwerp unl""ding coont l", ton' of cot
ton, grain, cool, dnd corn to f«d prople, pro¥ide .n;=1 foddcr, . nd ,op

ply ;-o"ciou. indo>!ri«. mammoth ,urbine> de>!ined to generate hyd ro
electric power, or immen>< >leel pre''''' to >t.mp oot m'omobile part>. 

bot the ... ging groond lor a more .ustere ><e",rio. Thi. prom i><d . 11 the 
.bundan« ,hat. re""ed-up c.p itali>t war e"""omy could deliver. lIot it> 

prOce W .. to .opprc« 'he cornucopias of popoli>! ,,,,di'ion , cu, b><k on 
n««,.,ric" and iocokate the di .. ipline to . ati,f)' ",.nt> in an orderly "'
qu<oce , 
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The f.C! i. th" the .\b"h.lI Pion wa. neither the fir>! nor the only re

' pome 10 defining the ".nd"d of Ii"ing appropr>:"e for !""'wor Europe
,n., There were new , I"mati,'''; for the ,'<xed problem began to be re

"i,'«1 in lerm. noW o11erl), a llered with re.pet! 10 the p .. t a . refurmi" 
coaliti"". tool; , hape acrOSs [orope to procl,im the right to a dccent 

".ndard of Ii.ing. 
AI in public.,ion in Dc.:ember 1942. the 1Ic"eridge Reporl was the 

carli,,, indiCalor of thi. profound change in <xpee",ion •. Drawn up" 
the beh", of Win"on Churchill', w."im< cabinet to rail)' poblic .opporl 

a. Cicr,"",n plane. bombed Briti.h citie., it h unch«l the fir" com pre hen
l iv< .chcm< for "' h" con1<mporaric. eloquently .poke of a. thc u'Clf~,e 

as opposed to thc u'~'f~" 'wc. Authored by Sir William lIc\"cr idgc . thc 
liberal reformer. the repon drtailed the fi,'c giant "weial " 'il, - -illne .. , 

ignor>nce, di",.><. ><]udlor, and ",.nt- that be"t the Briti.h people , In 
""aordin,,)' amplitu dc. it a llO ",t fOrlh thc rem«li", nothing k .. than 

nation,1 health core for .11 . then full emplo}'ment. uni,'c".1 ""ondary 
«Iuc"ion, .obsidi2<d bou.ing, and .talC in.urance .g. in" .ickne .. , un

cmplo),mcnt, and old age. Thc 300 page> of bureaucratOt pro>< pre><n1<d 
lOch . poII'CTful .Wement of the well-being that the Allied ,·Ottory would 

bring to furop< thot N.,i propagandi'" mobili>cd 10 "ilify it a. "hum
bug." nothi ng of which ",ould remain once thc war was o,'cr ex"pt go,'
ernment lOp. for "wcrinary .id to cat> and dogs ,- A. it turned out . the 

lIc\"cridgc Report inspired the gO\'erning cth", of both L.bouri1<' and 

Conser""i\,c> for the neXt three decade<. If "the name of • m.n - did not 
bc<omc 'he "'he name of a way of life, not only for Bri'ain, bot for the 

whole ci,'iliud world." a. Sir Willi.m immodcstly hoped . it Wa. only be
cau,", ' he Un ilCd State< pr««<l fo",'a rd. more pe"u.'i"e .Ilem"i,·c in 

it> pr«criprio n. f", 'he" ArnerOt." w.y of life." ' 
I'o,i,ion. in ,)'mp.thy with 'he 1Ic"cridgc Reporl. if b. compre hcn

l iv<ly acted o n, wuld be found aero« thc political spectrum. The new 
Itali.n constitoti"" po, into dfect on J.nuary I. 1948. ""CIted in in arli

ck 2 th" "i' i. the du,}' of the RepublOt to remo\,<,11 cconomOt , nd..,
ci,1 o!>'tacb that. b}' limiting the freedom and equ.lit j' of citiLen., pre

,'ent the full dC\'elopment of the ind i.idu.1 and the p.rlOtipation of all 
workcr> in the poli'ical. e<uoomic, and .ocl.1 organi'''ion of the coun

t ry." A. he made hi. farewell Ipccch before the frcoch p .. liament on No
,'ember 11, 194i, Uon ilium finall)' .. w the wide .uprorl to "impr",'e 

the working-<:h » condi,ion and according!), ,he re.1 purehasing power 
of i",orne and .. laric. up to the ,'cr)' limin of thc ,'urrent po .. ibiliti« of 

'he frcr.ch e<unum)'." The "modcrn da)' e('Unom),- would be "nei,her a 



de Grazia, Victoria. Irresistible Empire : America's Advance Through Twentieth-Century Europe.
Cambridge, MA, USA: Harvard University Press, 2005. p 351
http://site.ebrary.com/lib/uvalib/Doc?id=10314262&ppg=351
Copyright © 2005. Harvard University Press. All rights Reserved.
May not be reproduced in any form without permission from the publisher, except fair uses permitted under U.S. or applicable copyright law.

Plno." .'plopun' loul'",. ''''(>Ol'U! 0, ,na .·,o'J Ion,," O'U! ."I!q" 
_.00 "q' ~UIlOI"'"Jl W p.:>,'IO'UI ,'Id"p ,," ",,,,,UI [OUO,,"U U,"O lnO ' .. 

'UO"OU)O ""UOW",o> 'g')O ~UI'''I)O 'P"PU"" 'g' UI ,~""g,)O 'JOJg' 
'g'"! ."OU"O "". "q' ,.'''U '.",,,00 so."" '''A .''''''''p I"!""'. 'lo., 
-<>Jd PI"m puo .uo".",",) "ulq. P>f>P!.( .">0:1,, 01 ""'0" p.q hq' 
'1":1 PU" P>lu,,,, 'l,u'~Jn ,"gl lOqM pm p"'Iloldo>o:lI,oq,,, uo>.,,"'1 . , . 

. !","d"p PO"""'. ogl 109' U""'l' P"q J~." 1"'0 1IO!'S:'Jd,p )0 OJ.'A '51-6 I 
jJ'OJq'f UI "OIl"'''''''Y 'lWOOO'-~ u""!"wy InJJ"-"OO oql JO ,u>pIS:,Jd 

po",p "['''''' "'l' '''''"(1 gd"o[ p.:>"'~'''"' _ 'OO!!dWIlSUO')O 'PlOP""" • 
• "0" q'! .... ~U!'''I)O "U"ld. ,uouoo og' "O)UO> log' PUIW)O ."!'I"q 
.. oP'"'. >«>g' "0,""11 'u'g." 1"'< '.!q," ',mg." ·l"g." ~U1"O~ "'1 Plooq' 
oq." ".'0 un!,U"uo»O "Xl rum" "dn P'>JJI" " '''ql0U" 1>1)" "PUO~" 

[""n[Od '110 uo dll p.:>UJn> .PJ"I'O"" ~u""1 "'l' ~U"'",.)O 00'" oql 'Y 
." '~U1'''1 JO p'"pu,,, "og' ,,'OJ 01 ,.,,~ p>o:!op."p"p 

_UIl "II0~WOI.lO")O 'Ido>d ,ql ","" 01. I"oj ."'"'S p'''"n og' p'l"'"d 
-X> UOWOJl. '6t61 'H Xlll[ 110 ,,:ul!uoJ 0, p>lu><"d w,,~d JnOj 'U"",I 
og' UI ,.'[Oll""O "q pUO""'1 ,"U."WIlO", UI pooq!['."1 )0 l'"j I>qlO 
JO 'o~, Plo 'pooq,""p'." '''''llq",P ""UV" ·,u,w.iOldW,UIl)O ,u'." 'q' 

W "IJO~ 01 lq~1J oq' PU" '"x"" ["'00< ""'''''U PU" "., I'''P'''' 
puo '~UI,ooq "'.lU!qlOp 'POOJ ~wpnl,ul ',(I'W") '!g)O pm JI'"mq)o ~U! 
-><[-110." 1"'" q'lo'g 'g' JO) "",bop" ~UI,'ll)O p'"pu,,, ~ 01 ,g~1J oq'''q 
>Un.'''.''. '"g' I""[ o.'"g P[oo." uo,~wq'"~ uoq'I'<I'P 1>1""~ <d.gI>o:I 
UI P'Y,:>.>d, Slt(.l'1i urulnH)o uo""op>(] [""'-""n 8hl <'Kn og' JO 
51: 'I>lu< puy • '~ul'''1 )0 'P'"P"O" J"'l~lq 'IOWOJd 0'. ,.',,:>.>!qo l"'l0lj 
'g' ~U!WI'J" »>'[",,, 0, p"'1""qn, >~61 )0 "u'qJ 'UO!'"N p.:>l!"n 
'g' JO "!JOI""~!' "'l1 '''U'OU"! u':,!J'wy J>pun '''q;»xI, UO!Un 'g' JO 

""'$ '.,"''''0' )0 J'IOW I"'u» " • aU""1 JO p'"pu'''. "'1' 'p""' UOWnIl. 
'Io>(] JI"j ,ql 01 .k" ,.,!"";! j""q ''''1'1 "'l' '" 'q,.,p '.'1'.'><0011 ~ul."ol[ol 

',"xV "'l' "u'"~~ JO."" 'P""I' ,UOllOU)O ''"''11" ,ql 01 PI" """1-1"''-1 
pu"" 0, <"J~u<>:) ""d 01 '1~61 '9 "J""u~[ uo lno ,,, '1',I><OOll'U'P 
_!'''.] ,oq>--J") wOJ) wop=) puo ·q.-=d,)O wol"") 'uOla'I")O wop 
-'''J jq P,·,,01l0)-.<W0P'''11Oo1. 'g' ~UOUl< ""Y p.:>I>qWOU .'uo,,, 
"'OJ) wOP.»Jl. ·uO!""",,,UO:>.>I I'q"l~ .]0"".00 '0) plO."q"",,, 1"'>1»)0 

"'l' ,wo»<j poq ~U"'!I)O P"I"'"" "'l' ~U"'"J '00' """$ p'''"n 'gl"1 
.• ',u>w,ulq'" IJO '1"'''''' P"''''P "'[1 ~UU 

_")UO, .(WOUO» ",JI."W p""WWO, '11",00< ". "'! Ploo,,, '! "'!"Jj" "UlOU 

-<>~')O ""'"!W ""Y '.'!Iqod'll [""1"1 mWJ'!) ,ql ~U!WO:>.>q OJ ,.," 

"'l' uo St61 U\ P'u",~" P'"qJ3 ~I."pnl ,ODOW>(] U"!""qJ 'q' _ ',,,JoJ 
JO "Idmu! '»JJ. ,ql JOU _ ~UlJ>~.,,'.,q P'''I"''''!'I JO w',"," ",lOw-.»JJ 

HI.\" "'~IHI .. nl 
"" 
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"onl)' court di;illu.iOllrnent ,nd fru"'ation' giY<n th.t "nothing like the 
full potenti.litic. can be reali1<d within c.kulable 'ime.· .. 

I'rob"'r D,,'i'. con.ide ... ,iom, adraoced when the war in Eurore 

Wa> no' )'et o;'er, reflected liberal common sen>c. Their premi>c Wa. , im
pic: as war ruins were repaired, m"ket. orened up. gOl'emment regula

,ion. ,,'Ore lifted, indu.tri,1 output ro"" and w,g« increa",d, 'he " '<fage 
Eurorean'. "an<lard of liring woold .Iowl\, ri", '0 'he "'rn< norm as 'he 

'I'<rage Americon',. Me.nwhile 'he cart of exrecution, cooldn' go be
fore 'he hors< of prodoctiYity, Yet com·en,io.,.lliberali>J1l h.d nc.'er h.d 

, good grip on ,be ob< .. cb '0 ch'nging 'he European standard of Ii,,
ing. And it h,d not)'et imagined 'he politicallner.go that thc ~Iarkct 

Em pire could bring '0 be" '0 diminate them---<>oce it> 'national inter
em" ,""owed that 'hi< w" nece»ary, 

H.ving seen how rccakitran, w. )'. of life.re to change, ~ , hou ld be 
no .orpri'" that the Allied victory nOlwi,h>1.nding, le>,d. of Ii"ing were 
>till ",,,ifi,d b)' soci.1 inequality, encoded in rad ically di,'ided pooli,>c.1 

ou,look> abou, 'he meaning of 'he good life, and <ubject '0 .11 nature of 

gOl'<rnment and pri"ate cbeck> and con'rol •. True, reople n 'er),,,,here 
ch,fcd " impooition. from wartime, <>p«:i.lly the rationing of food, 

dOlh". and fuel, which in man;' place< ll<ted a. lote., 1951. In England 
"'iCC" Were ""ioned un,il 1~5J. How",er, nowhere Wa> it .u,oma,i<: 

'hat 'he mol,i,ude of reople, if faced with 'he choice be''''«n minim.1 
guarantcc. of lOCi.1 «co ri ty an d new "ream. of C<Xl'omer good" would 

au,omat >c.Il;' ",ht 'he I.ner. And nowhere could i, be taken lor granted 
,ha t go;'emmcn", ill.ced wi,h 'he . Itermti\'< between prol'iding >o<i.1 

goarantcc. at ,he co" of .Iower economic grow,h and dercgula'ing mar
ket •• nd "'octu,,1 reform." the ri.k of publi<: protest ,,"oold choo.< 'he 

lotter, In .om, 'he w., had di>.lodgcJ the old regime of comomp'ion. SUI 
it had nO! at all cleared 'he waJ' for a ci,·ili, .. ion of creature comfort, on 

tbe Americ.n model, wi,h i« ol'erweening confide",c in technolog)" "0-
cou. commcrciali,m , and toler.",e for lOCial wreckage .. the prOce paid 

lor progrc ... 
Indeed. ,oci,1 rciormi,m , whOch h. d now triumphed in We>tern Eu

rope with the defeat of 'he re.ctionary right and narrow-mintkd libcral
i.m, continocd to work from a different kga<)' from 'he Americ.n, The 

,oIid.ri>!'" impol"', from h"'ing .hown it> mo<l reac~ion'ry profile un
der 'he N.,i New Order, no .... ",'"led its la!J;d;' progre"il'e I,,'e. The i.

' LI< of 'he breadth and depth of the market wa> " ill ,here , And ,i nc< 00 
. ingle coon'!}" nor Europe .. a whole )'idded a dome«ic market on the 
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34, 

,,, Ie of 'he Amcnc.n, m",,' go\'emmcn' bd'r> r<soh'ed 10 addre" i, .. 
Ke)'nco had .dI'i<cJ, o'ing 'he na,ional UOle '0 promote economic r«o\'
er)' wi, h foil emplo)'mcn' bj' priming dem.:md wi,hin pro1ccred ITUlrke1> , 
The problem of dre.dful ineqo,li,)' "ill exi !1ed. Now ,hq' in!Cnded '0 
.dd"" i, by embracing ' he neW <oci,1 o"hodo,)" narnel)' 'hat 'he mar
k" wold not be "o>led 10 be egali"rian . nd ,hal go"ernmen' had '0 in 
!Cr\'ene ' 0 eqo.li1C 'heir ei,;zen,' porcha ,ing power. Thereby Eoropc.n 
"",,,,i,, had w me .round '0 embracing 'he righ' 10 "wei.1 ci'i1C",hip." 
in 'he .b>cnce 01 which 'he ma jori,)' of 'heir pcopk h.d bc<n kep' from 
eXerci' ing ,he poli'ital righ" . nd uppo""ni'i" lor pc,,",,",1 de",lopmen' 
promised by liberal role." 

To " knowlcJge ,ha , . "minimum e"i,!Cnee" w ... righ', hence no 
longer 'he , ubi«' of "doc"i",,1 di,pu!C" - marked. big uep lorw .. d, If 
nOlhing ehe, i! opcn,d 'he w.y for . neW "",<en,os. narnel)' ,hal e"
cryOOd)' wuld agree '0 di'.gree . 000' ,he >pc<:if.c "" of goo<J. and "r
,'"" ,h" . dded up '0 an adeqo." "minimum. ' " In negori" ion. for neW 
I>bot w n".m, for ex.mple, ha\'i ng 10 include 'he cost of .hd!C~ wh" 
.. kola!ion. , hould be m.de .boo, ,he , i>c, not '0 m,mion ,he qo.li,y, of 
hoo,ing? In mid-:\1ay 1950. when h.rd-nosed delg;"" of 'he Fre nch in 
du",i. 1 emplo)" " '" down wi,h 'heir equ.ll)' lOogh-minded ".de union 
coon"rp' ''' 10 nego,i,,, 'he d",il, of Pra nce> neW "minimum "i"l." 
ren'. ,hCj' .greed, w». ne<:c."rj' ~em , llu, ,mplo)'er. wouldn', concede 
,h .. 'he 'wo room> plu •• ki1<hen ,hal were righ' for a worker wi,h 
• lamil}' Were .1.0 righ' for one who w., .ingle. One room woold do, 
To ,hal, 'he e".pe .. " d Gener.1 Confederali"" of L.bor deleg."" re
'ponded: Fine , il i, i. one room only, m.ke it ' he ki.chen!" No' y<1 imag
ining how f,u minimum. CO<lld change, nobody .. 'he ,ime lore .. ", ,ha, 

hardly. d« . de 1.1<r ' he .tanJard of . heller for worker> woold inclode 
nOl jU>1 newl)' buill low-ren, hoo,i ng, bo,. ki!Chen wi,h ronning W, "r 

ond. b",erj' of 'hiny neW . ppli,nc<>, an indoor ,0il<1,. Common living 
'''', .nd • bedroom. or ,,'en " '.0 or 'hree il 'he hou>chold incloded ".
eral children. 

Dri.ing 'he "onningjj' r>pid change in 'otl,ump<ion >1 and"J. ,hal 
Europe. n. woold experience "a!!ing in ,he corly 1950. w •• 'he conllid 
be'",«n ,be [uropeon ,'i.ion of 'he soci.1 ei,iLen .nd ,he American no

,ion of 'he <o"ere ign COn;om"" Each of ,he« model. r"'cJ 00 "ery dil
feren' iO<1 if.ca1ion> for p,,"ing for. hi!;her ".ndard of li" ing. defining 
'he bondle of good. ond ""'icc> ,h" wold .,ni,fy i' • • nd d<1crmi ning ,he 
mean. by which ,he" would be "",ined. The former claimed higher 

"and.rd .... ""i,1 right, looked 10 'he ." " '0 rcdIKe in'GLial i'''. 
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among consume", .nd w" "'ongly influenced i>}' the .hared "aloe. of 

>till intact polit"'. !. religious, .nd comm unity , ubtu lturc>, The I.tter 
rode on the economic boom of the "mi .. ck )'ea .. " of the 1950. .nd 

1960., conJidcJ in the m"ket to deli"er good ... nd embraccJ the prof,,
. ioo of new identit"' • .,ooci.rcJ with US. CO!1'umer cultural goods . nd 
practice •. The European cit,;;rn -con.umm who evoked from thi. con
fl iC! were hy brid •. "The children of ,\brx .nd Coco-Col.:t, - ,. Jean-Luc 

Godard lamo".!)' described them. the Jim huge coho" of them. born in 
the dec.de . fter the War, Came of age in the 1%0.. " At once di.<omnted 

and indulged by the " plo'ion of ,'o",urner g ... tin.ati""" thq were tom 
between ><Kial "'''ggle. for highe r wag« and more publ", good •• nd in
divid",,1 uriving .f1<r pri,-.,e .,ti,faction., Contended for b)' Ie~ .nd 

righ t, the)' turned unea.ily between >!ate and market , and bet w«n the "'

curity promi",d by the Europe. n welfare st ate and the freedom. prom
i",d by Americ.n con,umer cult ure. 

Thi; contentiou. deVelopment mah. hencr ",o.e if it i. oct within the 
framework of the renewed eonfron .. t ion between American con,umer 

cult ure and Europe.n m3!kct ci\'ili'''ion , though now o n a wry different 
pl.ne and with new frontier>. On the ooe h.nd, the post- World War II 
American model, more .. If-mnfident, clear-cut •• nd aggrr .. i,'e t ha n CI'cr 

before •• d"anced with more direct ion on the paIl of poliq'make " in 

Washing""" D.C., . nd with bettcr .)nch roni"'tion betw<cn the nation.1 
gowrnment. internation.1 corporali""" and foreign policy . ims. It held 

that the con,umer was ",,'ereign and the people. like the «onomr gener
allr, prospertd from the free play of m3!ket fore", rising output , .nd 
r,rowing demand. If m"ke" funct ioned • • they .hould, people . hould be 
.ble to .. ti;fy their "legitimate "piration '" for ph),;",.1 comfo" and 

pcr"'nal « If-fulfillment, HerKe ,here wa> no innate noed for the state to 

>lep in to pro"ide good; or uep up it> del i,'cr)' of ",,,,icc>, In t he be>! of 

po>.ible world; , c"",umer freedom wa< the mo>l ha,,,, of all freedorm. 

The .kill" h.bi" of mind. and de.ire, <xerci«d by con,ume" in their 

daily tran>action •• h>rpened their capacit), .. citi><n' to intluC<Ke the po
lit",. 1 .)" tem by calculating . nd weighing their choices in the "'''ing 
boo<h , In the mugsle with totalita ri ani,"" liberal politicol throry .n
gui.hed o,'er the ap.cit}, of ,"di,'idu.l. to make free choices. In con

.umer frecJoms it '"I" the potenti.1 for oocicty to d,,'clo p people who 
Were not only «onom",.ll~' lI'i>< bot al"" polit",.ll~' ration. 1 .nd ethi

cally good. In 'um. "coru."mcr "wereigntl' >od the liberal ')'>I<m ... 
, ,,nd or fa ll t"!;«her, '" 

Ill' eont ,.>!. [ m ope.n printipks of ""ial citi><n.hip corKei,'cJ of peo-
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pl< .. "'quin ng a cm.in minimum !O 1><long !O "",KIY. Thi. wa. a 

"rigl,,' .. op p<>«:d '0 . "kgi'i"",'< .. pir"i""" or "cl.im." If ,hi .... n· 
J"J w., w.n'ing. col l«li"< """'Ocr" .1", c.lI<d soci.1 con,umption, had 

to 1>< introou«d , NO! ,he morket. ,hen. but the political proce>1 'hap<d 
b)' ,deal. of <quality . nd ju"i« . nd culminating in the ,'01< determined 

what the« would be. In turn the "at< Wa' duty-bound '0 inl<,,'<1>< 
.hould markct fOfc<>, in 'he cour>< of g<ne .. ting new habit> of con,ump

tion, . 1'0 e",at< new i~u.li'i<. among ci,i1<m. In pri nciple. more and 
more <galitari.n consumer lubi" would 1>< .c<omp.nKd by more wide

,p""J poli'i",1 democracy, >o<i.1 jU>1i«, the ""i,f.cti"" of b .. i< need, 
for d<ceoci<> • • nd the wider di,scmination of [uroI"'.n trad ition; of high 
cultur< ,,, strengthen natiotul identity, All in .11, getting Con,omer good. 

wa> .n important mean. of .chi"'ing 'he good soci<ty, 1\0' nner co"ld i, 

be 'he <n d-. II, 
That ,hi. I.tter po.i'i"" or"" out of colice,i", ideo. of community 

nccJ •• now I.rgely identified with ",formi>! . <>ei.Ii"", Ma rxi" ideol"!;)', 
.nd "" 'i<t-')'p< planning. "",n.formed the J iff<re",« on either .id< of 

the Atl.ntic from. tug-of-war ""er po);ci<> in'o . m.jor front of 'he con
ftict be,w<,n the '"p<rpow<!>. In 'he §r>t half of th, centur)', 'he mUSI;I< 

be,w,<n 'he a",'oomt U.S , market co lture md 'he d<clining EuroI"'.n 
boorgcoi. commerc .. 1 cil'ili .. tion mo<tl)' tr<>1<J the So"iet npcrimcnt 

•• irrek\'mt, <_<ccpt for two Xcy moment> : in 19 J 8- 1921. when the So
vi« r<"olution threatened '0 .pill o,'er into We"ern Europ< •• nd during 
the 1930., when th< mighty Fi,',-Year r lon. of Stalin', dK~.to",hip p r<

><n1<J th<m>c!"" as an . ll<rn.,i,·< to 'he ."'k-on'o-<iedth 1I:'<stem cap

itali<m of 'he Great lkp","ion. Now the lin< trated by the "Iron Cur
tain" from "S""in on the B.lti< to Tri<ste on th< Adriati<" bre.me a 

long front of >trugg1, 01'C! which 'y.,<m more dkcti,'cly .. ti.hcd ... n
dard. for th< good lik, with <ach 'pclling out . in orpo.i'i"" to the other, 

a de§nition of ItLlU con.umption >ui1<d '0 it> r<!iourcc •• nJ kgaq of de
,'clop"",nt. On m."ri.1 cultural ground .. the tWo w"rld. w<re a . di"ant 

a. Duluth w" from Dresden at ,he out"" of 'he cen'ury. 
Yct Jo><ph Stalin tou h.d . poken about 'he "<tan d.,d of Ii" ing' when, 

in hi. §'" m.jor <p<rth to th< So"iet clccto" on febr u.ry 9. 1946, h< re
I'i<w<d the ,uecc,,,' of the ... .-ar .g.>in>t f. ",i.m , W.n!ing to d o .... npla)· the 

"<normou, achin,m,nts - of th< R<d Army. who>< k.dmhip .pp<.red 

d.ngeroo>lr compeli!i,'< wi,h hi. oWn. h< under>Cored th.:It ",b",'< .11, it 

..... , our So" iet >oci.1 <f"<m that triumphed. The .... r ,ho .... <d that our 
So" iet ><xi.1 .y>t<m i,. troll' popolar <f"em." A. for the fllture: "We 
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will P'l' i"rticular 'ttention to increasing prodLlttion of con,um<! good" 

!O ",i.ing ,"" ".OO.,d of living of workel>, bl' p",!;re»i,'dy' reducing thc 
co.t of good. an d by crealing .11 ..,n. of ",ientinc r"c.rch in>!i'"t",' " 

Ob<c"'cn, not only on thc left , took ¥cry' Ierio",ll' thc ",,'ict >j'"em', 
cap.citl' to accompli.h thi •. Given thc high growth rales repurlcd for thc 
Five-Ye., Pl.n, of thc 19JIh and the ""'iet Army'" rem"hble mobili .. -
tion of thc coontr(. re"'urcc. to defca! 'he "'»it. it w., gener.lly cx

p«ted th3! centralll' planned c<unomi" would rebuild quickly' ood that 
inI'C'tmen t in producer indu.trie. woold rapidly gil'< w.y to turning 
ou, 'he b •• ic comumer good. th .. [urore,n worke" gcne,.Uy I.cked, 
meaning adequ.te food, prorer clothing, dccrn' ,hdte~ .nd collet,i,'c 

"''''ic« .uch ,. edocation, health care, ood Ici;ur"i"", punoi!>. Thi. illu
Ii"" re"i;ted well in'o 'he mid-I?7O,: un,il Chin" . fc"" of thc 1990<, 

no country' ddil'<red more rcfrigeraton, telc"i,,,," let" or w •• hing m.
chin" rer capi .. in a ten-),car re riod than 'he USSR in 'he dc<:,de from 

1970 to 19S0," An d c"en h ter ' hc So"irt bloc "ill prelented it<cll--ond 
w., regarded b)' •• ub".nt i. 1 chunk of 'hc ",«tcrn EU!op<.n Icft- a> ,"" 

only' "i. blc model for 'he impo>,,,i.hed po>tcolonial world , What" more , 
m ooy furorean intelicctu.l, cont inued to .dmire ><xi.li" [urore', high 
".nJard, of co l,ural con,omp,ion. contr.<ting it> p3tronagc of thc .n., 
cg.litari.n edo .. tion >),>1<m., .nd hc,,',ly' .ub.idi"d book" rc<ord., and 
theater ,icket' to thc >q u,liJ pulp co l,ure .lIcged '0 be prop'g.I1<d by 
Amcri,, ", inv.,i,'c imreri.1Ii'm. Truc, the m.1in ter",in of 3["",d conflict 

between ,"" United S .. te. ood 'he USSR took place ou!>ide furore , Bu, 
the main t""at" of the b.:Julc """ li" ing ... OOard; wa< ,,'Otern furore , 

Wefcome Mr. M."haU! 

Seen as • k<)'>1one of [urore', tr.vailcd d"'elupmcnt •• • con.o,",r ,uti

ny. the Mal>hall ]'I.n .cquire. neW me.ning. for it! imprint Ii" no' 
'" much in its financial contribution to European recon.tructioo .s in 

thc condi,ion' th .. w"e dcmanded to di.burS< ,"" aid. 1111 told, thc ac
t",,1 .um. <> rendcd in furore in thc form of credit! , grant>, and .up

pli" are noW reg.JrJcd ... m.1I with re.p«t '0 indigenous imntmcnt, 
repre><nting rerh.p. S rercen' of thc ,ot.1 capital formation du,ing 'he 

ycar< of reCOl'<ry down to 1950. Working in do>< <oll. oo, .. ion wi,h 
like-minded wc>tern Europeans, U.s. plannc", .id officd" and bu.i

n". leadcr< aimed '0 prev'"t politic. l lcadcr>, wi,h thc mcmory of 'hc 
great dCp',,';on . nd warti mc economic .dmini",.tion >1ill fre,), in thcir 
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mind" lrom Ixing tempted '0 fal l back 0!1 .me inten'en,ion , «ntr.hud 

pl,nning. md d<»<d «onomi<> , A«ord in!'.ly, 'he goal 01 'he [uropc.n 
Coopc,"'ioo Agency IECA) >rt up!O . dmini"o. 'he [urop<m lI.eco>",y 

1'r<Jj;",m w" '0 coordinate c"",.-[uropc. n ",ungemon". Opcr>,ing ou, 
of ho.dqu.nc" in Pari. under ,Ix di=,ion 01 P.ul G , Hollman, ' he 

form<:r prc<ident 01 'he S,u<kOOk" Compan)" i, worked ' hrough loc.1 
countr), mi"ion' '0 e".l>Ii.h ' he .id guidelin«. TIx>< . imed a' build
ing a ",II-."".ining indu.tri.h,w l Europc, one ' hat 'hri"«i b)' in'",
rq;ion,1 tr.d< ) 'ct was firmly in><"ed into ' he Amo.i<an-dominat,d 
world «onom),," 

Though often "'g>rded" ' he "."ing poin' lor W,"ern [uropc" po<t

war boom, ' he M,,,],.II Ph n w • • no' at .11 <oncei\'«1 '0 <",ate a c""
.umen;' Europc , It> fint comider"ion w •• to . ddre" tlx dollar .ho"

.ge that p"" 'ent«i £uropc.n .uppli<" lrom purchasing U.S. good, . nd 
ri.ked bringing r«o;'er)' '0 . ... nd>!ill , Thi •• hunl.1I w •• bbm<:d on tho 
tr.d, g>p Ix,w«n the two .,00., which in turn was bbm<:d on Europc'. 
pcrenni.lly Ibgging «onomOt output. eon",quently tlx fi r" priori,y 01 

aid w •• to booot prodoc.i"i,), bj' ime>ting in ind ustri.1 retooling .nd in
fra>lru«u", .uch a. power ""iono, cI«tric gri d. , port lacilitin, , nd "'il
roa d bridge>. for the time Ixing. n"i"", ) b 'd. 01 c"",umption were not 
to exceed the p",war Ixnchmark of 1938. Accordingl)' no . id 1"" to Ix 

",I<o<cd to ",Iurbi,h ragged w"drolx., repleni.h war-rn',ged hom« 
with huu><hold crockery . nd lurni,hing>, pay for pen'ion" mu<h Ie" 

rai", w.g<>. hen lood ... i>!."" was doled out par>imO<liou,ly- .mly 
in c.", ",lxre i, w ... boolutel}' n«e"ary poli,icall)'- a' in "",tern Ger

InoIny in 1948, to reline "",Inutri'ion. off"'t the 1"0'" . hocuS«, and 
en,ble gOl'Crnm<nt> to pu.h ,h"d wi,h r«o;'o.)' wi,hout >lining up 
furiou, pco"'" from prople whu we" fami'hed , Gnen th,,, a im<, the 
I\c;'o.idge I'l.n w>s 'he .'larSh.1I Plan" bh, noir: ECA oftiti, ). wo.e luri

ou. th .. Britain'. Labour governmen, 'ook Am<rOt.n aid OIlly '0 pour it 
down the ""'tomb. pi' of welb" >tate . pending. " 

;;,10'" fund.mentoll\" western Europe.n, h.d '0 Ix perSu.<kd to .«ept 
what Charlco S .. \\ai" h .. conci«ly ",lied the "poli'in of produtti ... 

ity. ' '" For thi' to h,ppen, bu.ine» h. d to let go 01 it> Malthu,i.n Ixhel 
that ,II-Qut production, b."d on introducing Fordi" prlncipb.nd tho 

1 .. <>1 Americ. n '«hnol"!;)' . nd m.chinery, would bring .bout o;'e!>up
ply .nd depre"ion. Tho more d iltitult prop"'i'ion was to pcnu.<k 1.-
00r '0 rclinqui'h it> ",' i<l.n«, lor rcl'.mping produeti"" ')'stcm' called 
for b)'olf. a. \\'ell .. intcn'il)'ing the ,'ex.,iou. time-. nd-mOlio n >!ud-
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ie<, docking, 'pecciu!", and piecework '),>1<m' that worker> loathed. In 

tho po" h bor h.d .. rely ben<~ted from intrco.ing output, .nd nothing 
new w., in "ore in the 1>1< 1940. . The p=,ure wa. on to r,,'i,'e <'

porto-which w .. indi,pen,.bk if Europe.n manufat1uring w .. to re

enter global trade cir"uit> more .nd more dominated by U.S , intem,

tion.1 c"'pon tion" All , ign. pointed to exploiting Europe'. cheap labor 
force. if p"',ible ,,'en to cut wage<, tbough the pric" of food . dothing, 

and hou,ing, .welled br ,horng" . nd inflatio n. ,howed no ,ign' of 
dropping. 

Trll<, the "high ".nd"d of li"ing" of "Jo< Smith. Americ.', .. ·er
.ge worker-- with hi< >turd)' build . tidy home, dean blll<- jcan O\'e"II" 

, hin)' tool., .nd <"- "la, the . howpiece of campaign, to per>u,de Euro
pean w.ge carner> to work harder, .crep! unemployment. and defer con

. umption for t be •• ke o f in,'e>1ment, lIut the un<polon pncr w" curbing 
autonOmous tr. de union power and r" toring man.geri.1 hierarchiC">. A< 

a condition for obt.ining .id . A"",rican offici.l, nOl only pre .«d for the 
more or lei. legal o'''1<r of the kft from gO"emi ng coalition" but with 

hdp from mi .. ion> of u.s. labor union official< to Europe, it >ought to 

"pre" t.bor .. dic.li,m by . plining the trade union movement> and 

,u rning 0 blind <j'e to 6ring militant worker> ond CommuniS! union dele
gate<," 

tor a =" m"k« to be e<l.bti.hed .. the basi. for intra-Europe.n co
operation . which. os prop.gand, in.iS!ed, would in tum promote pe. ce 

and. higher >t.nd .. d of Ii"ing. huge power wos applied .nd con.umer 
expe<ta'ion' of higher >tandard. nOl onl)' p""poned, but emph .. 1tic.lIy 
lowered, Hence the ">triking contr.,,· be,wcen U.S. and We"em Euro

pean Ind. of consump!ion .round 1950: wherea< wc"''" Europe,n; 

were <on.uming only 3 perc<nt more th.n in 1938. ,,'en though indu;
,ri.1 output "I" up fully 50 percent , Americ. n con",mp!ion I,,·cl. h.d 

ri",n 70 percent. :\loreo"er, pricing pr.cticn remained -momtrou., - no
'ably in France . ,be f.u lt of the -""'galom.n i." of producer>. the in
<fficienci<> of d i>tributor>, and the d i>oricnta,ion of con.umen in the 

face of inflation . nd . hortag<>. Duly considering ,be different kgacie. of 

di>tribution of w"lth . the terrible War damage innicted on ,,"em Eu
rope .... J 'he wry un«jUdI ,," of r<>ourc" .,..il.ble to each to rebuild, 

'he inl'eS!ment priorities sc' for the Ath ntic Communit)' by the Manohall 
Plan turned out to be ., hanh on lower-<:I .. , con,u""'r> ., tho« impo><d 

within ,be S<",ict bloc by the "ariou; Five-Year Plan;." 
Yet there w • • • world of d ifk",nc,. Fo r ,be ultim.:Jte intention Wd< 
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'0 promote. <"".-A, ian'''', wnUm European- wide .lIi,nce '0 grow 

con,ump'ion rather ,h.n to m'il'< 'he .nlOcon,ompt ion coalilion. of ,he 
pr<war era. H"'tili'l' '0 higher norm. 01 con.ump'iO<l 01 •• inundcd to 

be umpow)", And >0 il h.appened that .round 1951. a> inft"ion w .. 
r<duccd. b •• Oc indo"';n I()()k 011, tr.de r<co'"<red, .nd bbor protem 

beg.m '0 bun' oot acrOS' we>lem Europe, Americ.n ECA ofIKial, re
minded 'heir allie. that ,he Mar>full l'lan h.d origin.lIy been <oocei"ed 
to lij;h, Commoni"" heoc, the fond, now needed to be d i,buned more 
generoudy for hoo>ing, ho>pi!af<, >1<0001., 'ouri" fori lit"'" .nd the like , 
Employer> '00, if ,hey"",, no' to appear like the politic.II)' "",tionary, 
cconom"'ally retrograde bourgeoi' indu.tri.Ii", of !he <ont inenl", un
happ), pa>l, .hould .h.are their profit> lrom proolJC""i'y g.in. with 'he 
"linle people of Europe."" 

;l,1<.nwhil" to <on,'ioc, wntcm European ""b li" 'hat !he 1000g-l<rm 
benefi .. of ,hi. neW morket cul,ore ofh,' the ,hor'-'erm C"'''. ,he ECA 
engaged in ma« marketing. A •• o netime compan)' exc<oli,'e, 1"01 
Hoffman regarded i, .. " If-<I'iden' that !or 'he loc.1 mi .. io", to fonc
,ion wi,hou, • ""rong inlorm a,i"" arm-would be -.. fu, ile OS trring to 
condut1 • major bo.ine .. wi,hou! ",Ie., .d,'mi,ing, ond to"o"",r r<J.

'ionC" A h.ll<cn,ury'. pr>ctice or >elling product> . nd publi< policr 
had !aogh! 'hat informal ion imported in nonideolos",.1 hngo.ge offered 
,he mo" effeeti"e "",am 01 conVincing peopfe to trost new weial calcub
,ion>. Heot< 'he M.rn..IIPI.n .hould empfu.i" be" practi«, not poli

'ic., 'he "American .,,,,m bly line," no' "'he communi>! party line,- 'he 
-full dinner pail,' no! !he "f= lonch."" Any well-man.ged U.S , corpo

ration at 'he time .pen! 5 percen' of !he co>1> of a neW product bunch on 
marketing: 'hat w.s the exact percen!age Hoffman ordered the loc.l mi.

>ion. '0 'pend on ,docat",. .nd information. 
A generou. part of the moni" wen' '0 'he ECA'. Fi lm Uni', which in 

'he lund. of talented team. of Europe.n filmmaker> prodoced .boo! 200 
docomcn'"'l"->!yle mO" i« from 1949 to 1953. Sober re.liun Wa; ,heir 
leitmo,if mlher ,han popoli" rneric>. The scrip" calkd for tro>!ifl!; in 
.1001 prOSr<" rather ,han expecting in>l.n! gratification , foco>ing on 
coner<'e need, rother ,h.n embmcing u,opi,n schemc>, and confiding in 
£or"",.n ,,,,Ji,ion, rather than imitating soci.1 m.ke",'e!> of !or<ign 
prol·enance."' 

That was 'he cardolly calibrated m"''''ge of TIl. Slo,y of "oula. one 
of. handfol of film. dedicated to Ihe rceon.truction of Gr<<<:e, wher< ,he 
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United S",,, w., in,'ol,'ed in on .,duou" <\·en,u.lI)' 'occc .. ful 0l',:r"ion 
'" .o"ore 'he con«r".,i ... mon.,chy in ,he face of Communi>l-Ied re
publicon in,u,);en ... fi lmed in 1951 (,he >arne }'ear &rlang, concril"<d 

hi. ft.!Urel. Ch"b (.b Vinoriol Gallo', p>cudociocumen'",), w ... imi
larly focuS«! on 'he I"e 01 • rural bac kw"er.'- A, 'he came,. mo'·e. 
,mid 'he >lone hm'eI" oli,'e 'ree;. and dr)'-•• -duS! field. 01 f"i)"'ia, • 
moun,.in ,'ill.ge 01 X.n,hi in no"hern Thra«, '0 ,),ow 'he lu,ile I.>bo", 
01 ,he old men, boy., and women in 'he .!=oce 01 .dull males (,'K'im., 
i, i. implied, 01 ,he Communi>!-Iomen,ed ci"il w.,l . the narr,Wr .pe." 
in S!enlOri.n 'one< of 'he people" in"e","'e "rugglc lor .uboi>le",'e. 
Their bigg'" n«d, .. he diagn<»« i', i, P""werful dral, ,ni=l. '0 furrow 
'he rebarba'il"<ly roc kr .,,;1. 

The >!or)' 01 Fila,·i •• reJcmp,ioo ,hen unlold,. F • .,li>lic .nd d ilfiden" 

,he old people ignore 'he olfu:ial nO!ice '0 regi"'r '" be eligible lor aid. 
\1!'ere i, nO! for 'he en"rpri'ing . piri' of •• ingle lad . nobody would hal"< 
.pplied. When 'he dal< 01 con,ignmen' come< due. wi,h hi. old l'apu in 
'ow, (( rri.k"" hi«h" up 'he oxc.n lor ' he ,wo-Ja)' !rip down '0 ,he PO" 
of ((., •• 1.. Norm.lI)' . id w .. >I,mped "For Europe. n Kcc""el)"- Sup
plied by 'he Unil<d S."e. of Am"K' ," Bu, lor Ii\'< ;l,li.>ouri mub, ,h .. 
label "'., inappropria<c: no' 'hat 'he rodro 1!m<nphere" ,he docktide 
or 'he Koman-Ie!!ercd "T",,- branded OIl 'he onimal. &1o»)' h.unch" 
H, .nj' doub! abou, 'heir pro,'en,oce , A> 'he older men IU'ilely Ir)' '0 do
me"i,"e 'he braying anim.1> wi,h kd. ond sl,p., (( )'riak", .how, ,ha' 
pe"u .. ion works be.,er ,b." force: anim.I<.like human>, wor' more cf
fi<icn!l)' if ,re,ted .. individual>, c.lled b}' n.me • • nd cajoled in'o new 
rou'in«. ra,her ,han like .non)"lnou. be.", 01 burden . cur>cd. be .. en • 
• nd "''''ed in'o .ubmi«ion. [,'en "". democr .. '" manncr1 won', ",bale 
'he high-'piri,ed ((ouh ', in,ubord inate buding when he i, finally har
n">cd '0 work. There i, no plott at I'ila"i. lor . n unproJoc'il"< .nim.l, 
e.peci,II)· no! Oil< wi,h hi. ",.Ie of ' ppeli". Now Old \\:'orld Common 
>cn", come. in'o pl.y, Kyri.ko. hi«h" ,he m.:",i,'e mule '0 hi, .pindiy 
lem.le oonkej', and 'he m.in m<>sage comes ,hrough : individUdi. re
.oIwd '0 choo><. be"" lu,ure, combining neW machinery' wi,h .ge-old 
praC!icc and prowe .. wi,h pa,ien«, "work 'oge,her for a Ii"le more pro
ducti,·i'y • • 1i!!le bi, more well-being." s.o 'he "ill.go" 01 Fil."i. gel 'he 
me ... ge righ,. The M.rsh.1I PI.n i, in'ended '0 produce nO! 'he high 
".ndard 01 Ii¥ing in i,,,,II. bu, whe r 'he ,echnologi<>. procedure'. ,nd 
informal ion abou, how '0 "hiew "a 1i"le bi, more well-be ing." Exp«-
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"tion. for the future draw on ""un J ",dition>, and none .hoold be "" 

grandi"'" a. '0 confound the current pl.n" of Ii"ing wi,h ,he "extern.1 
",ndard.· tha, the Un ited SI.te' own enmple ,hreatened '0 introduce. 

Fighting the Nylon Wars 

The great predicament facing , he M"kct E.m pire ., it> great furmer <n

em)', [ mope.n T1lCrch. nt ci'ili"'ti"", capi,u lated, and., i, gcared up 
mili"ril)' >od ideologicall)' ' 0 §!;h' ,he Cold War .gain" it> new enemy, 

Smict coli«'i"i<m. w., whether a mighty poower coold be .ost.ined on 
the b .. i, of 'he humdrum printiples of mater,,1 betterme n, . No matter 

how mu.ch fai'h the IIme ric.n. repooled in ,be belief tha, 'heir ... ndard of 
Ii"iog Wa> .uperior, .nd that 'he .lter01,il'" to freedom of choice, the 

hi!;h "andard o f Ii.ing. .nd democ"KY were coercion, depri""ion, . nd 
dictaton.hip, 'here w .. >OIIIrthing pwblem:nic, CI'en contradictory, .hou, 

re>ting 'uch huge poower on . uch. I.bile b.,i, • • 'he ""isf.ctio n deri"ed 
from m . .. con'omer &0001>. Hi""'o<ali;', 'he capacit)' to m:Jke Wdr h.d 

been . ,,,,,iated with 'he .ptitude for ... erike. Yet from the 'urn of the 
1950>. tbe U,S. corpoorate elite promi><d. "people', capitali.m,·. 'Y'

tem th" could moont a foli-lledged wor effort <I'en while goara nteeing 
higher >od higher hel, of con<omption , Unlike old Europe. the Un ited 

States had 'he indu",,,1 cap.bili'ic> to deli,'er boIh gun • • nd botter. 
Still, di><omfiting que"ion •• hounded. W • • Western ci.ili, .. i"" I., the 

North IItlantic are. 11''' 00'1' regul"I)' deocribed l, b.oed "" 'he dolli ng 
comfort, of mas. con. om pcion, . 1", . <ocirty worth §ghting for in term. 

of ".Io<>? How ('<)(lId i, be .hown that So,'iet cla im' to be catching up 
b;' mean. 'hat guaranteed hoth equality and well-being were meaning

leo, when large part> of £orope . a< well •• the globe, were not ju" no' 
catching up with ".ndard. of lil'ing propo>«! br the \1I 'e" bot were be
ing left forther and further behind? How could it be dcmonmated ,h., 

the ",-.c. lied >."'ereign Con.omer wa> !rol)' ",,,ereign. and th., '"''''

consumpt ion societ)' w • • oot paralyzing to the political 'kilh .nd c ri tical 
tapacitie. of it> cit i"nry~ "lIe,ween nation>, • ccrt.in ~uality of condi

tion .. i. nec" .. ,,,)' for ondcr>tanding .nd franh " •. - Writing .hoot 
Eorope.n'- growing <>trangement from 'he United S"t" in the early 

t 950>. the philosophe r H.nnah llrendt", pooint .bout the mi.re'ogni' ion 
begotten by eXtreme disparities of Ii. ing cond iti"". could h"'e been 
taken ",.igh, from Woodrow Wil>on." 

In "The Nylon W,,, - 1195 t) 'he o<xiologi" ndvid Ric<m. n captured 
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the d ilemma of • nal",n who>< hegel!Hmy re"ed on the plomJ><d-op 

cu.hion of 1m"erial aftlueoce. At fint " . ding. hi. ,hon "tirical "say 
",und. li ke a pac.n!O pe.ce. bk confl ie! "wlu,ion . The U.S. militar)' i, 

commcndod fo, ,he "in'pired- dcci,ion '0 bombord 'he Sovi<! Uni"" 
wi,h consumer good. in the helief ,h" "if .Uowed '0 >:tm ple ,he ,ich" of 
Americ • • ,he lI.u .. i.n people woold not long wk"'te m."e" who g.JI·e 
,hem "10k> and .pie> in>tcad of ,'amom cleone" . nd heao,)' parlon; ,'" 

Under 'he code name Opcr"",n Abur"j,ncc, 'he fin' raid, P""0nd ,he So
.iet J><ople wi,h 200,000 pairs of n)'lon 00><. ~ million packs of ciga
rrtlc>. 35.000 Toni permanen,-w'l'e kit<. 10.000 )'O-r"'. 10.000 wri,,
walch,>. . nd . borr>ge of odd •• nd ".d. from Arm)' I'X O",,>lock , The 
So"iet> ",tali.1< wi,h ,heir oWn "');I;r«.il"< gencrmi'y- : , in> of c",;'r. ill
fitting fur coat>, .nd copi" of Stalin', 'pccch« on the mino,i,i" GU" 
,ion. S>!oTIllion bombing culmin,te. when American force> make . mo<

. i", drop of two-w.y ",dio>. Armod wi,h 'he,", g.Jdg«>. pri l"" So"iet 
ci,i>cn. ore in tom able 10 comm.:md drop< of good, .. if they w,,,, order

ing from . St." lI.ocbutk camlogoe. Succumbing to Americ.n >!"'tegic 
cunning, thc So.iet. inglorioo.ly ,'",mbl, around galhering op capitali>! 
junk. 'he electrical .opplr coll.p", onder ",'erloaded circoit> • • nd. 'he 

American \''''orr prochimcd. tot.litari,n gO"emment torn. from pro
ducing gun. 10 'om ing out butter. 

The good.-poor USSR "' .. an e .. y bot! of rid icule, . nd Hollrwood 
fi lm •• nd new'paJ><' column i'" often indolj;eJ in an .tti,ude thot 
Rie>!n. n him"lf bIC' d i""owed a. e",ouragi ng " wa)' of life raci,m , , ., 
In faet hi. ",ire cot tWo way" Thoogh lI.ic'm>n Wa. onimpcach.bly 

.n'i-So,·iet, he worried ,hat Americ.n' ob>c><iOll wi,h War moterici wa> 
'he other face of 'heir growing finti"" on c"",omer materi.l. I\r '",.'ing 
bombordmen!> with commodi,iu as ",.1 comb.,. he expanded on .n 

idea firn ><t oot in hi. f.moo, book. Th. Lonely C,ou.J. "'mel}' 'hat 'he 
American middle d","". who h.d oncr been . ",hob"",e "inncr-.di

rn"ed - J><0ple guided b)' .n in tern.1 mor.1 gyro><opc. onder the corrup'
ing intloen« of rrL1" con.omp,ion had degenerated in'o . n 'other-.di
rwed" people guided b)' 'he exte,,,,1 radar of confo rmi>! impul" •. Thi. 

pli.bilit),lcft them .o«eplible '0 'he milito,i"ic J'O'turing incited by 'he 
rna" media, Peer P"'''OT< had turned them into Cold War f, • .:"",. If 
War i, be. bener ,hen 'hat i, be acted out 'hrough the pia)' of Operation 
Abond,n« ,han by dJll\"ing O<l the brink of nucl,ar hol",au"." A«:ord
inglr. "The Nylon W.n; · cio",. with . double "ictor)': a. the So"in: diet.
lOrShip turn. i!> ",,"urcc> f,om armaments 1o the .CCoutermen" of m." 
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con.ump' ion, 'he AmerK.n people .b.ooon 'heir nucbr ",hor-ranling 
for a morc innoc ooo. wor-gam« f,n,.,),. 

1\1orc roocre,d)" offici.1 Am, ric. """ '0 'he d..,lIenge of rcsting 
migh,)' pow" on ,he b.«. of con.umer democracy by dneloping a nOm
ber of stmlegies, none . Itogether n<W wi,h r«ped'o 'he p.1<1 , bm.1I far 

be!!" c""ruinated. The mo<. funJ..mcnul mol'< w •• '0 con',." 'he COn
.omer frc,dorm ."d .fflLl<oce of 'he IIIl.n'''' Commoni,)' wi.h ,he do<cJ 

«onomies .00 low st.ndard, of !i"ing of rolledi"ist """i<lin. Fo,ing ,he 
righ' to. higher ".nd.,d of liying wi,h 'he tWo other fun d,mental -.1-

ues of the .n.icommunist cru",de, Jcmocr.cy and IrccJom, prop.gand. 
d«l.rcd that 'he Soyict Union "I" ,be .rchen,my not only because it 

was totalitari.n . nd "".ic.pitali", bu •• 100 bee. o« the I.ck of """,umer 
choice w .. th, porc" CI'iJcnce of 'he .b<cnce of freedom. If thm: Wa> no 
wn>umcr choice , th,rc wold be no hom.n devdopm,nt , howner big.he 

bp. in gr",. ",.ional prod"". 
Even 00, the USSR', sheer «onomK cop.ci,y drew begrooging ,dmir.

tion, .nd AmerK. n offici,l. do,ely followed c;'er)' mol'< ,he So,'i", em

backed opon .fter Stolin ', d,ath to compete around 'he .taoo"d of li,'
ing. 0"" mol, w"' tot.lI)' tu !C,'er>< 'he olfici.1 .!! i'ode ,oward trade 

fai", fot" ,he pl.nl><d «onom)'" "rong suit w.' the coll«.il'< di.pl.)' 
of it> producti"e migh, ,00 confidence in 'he fotorc. Indeed, it >0 b..p
pened thai •• Leip,ig h,d f.l len in'" the So"ict Zone in th, I. " d.", of 
the Wac, when the Gre>! F.ir rcopened in Ma), 1946, 'he fir>! "Frc,dom 

F.ir" bee.me • • hol''CO>< of economic p l.nning: fint for the rapidl)' re
"i.ing indu.tr"" of Saxon)' .nd Thuringi., then for the oO'po, 01 .he 
fi\'e-Y,ac I'l.n. of the Sovi,t bloc. Under the m.n.gement of ,be German 
I'eople'. R'poblK, more and more ene,!;,' Wen' in'" the ,' Iachin< F.ir, it> 

di;pla)" of dyn.mo" trae1on. .nd hydraulic equipmen" domin.led b,' 
gi.n, ""0<> of Stalin .nd "lao T "-tung, grc.!ly « Iip>ing in ,iL< and "i.

ibili')' 'he ,·ener. ble Sample F.ir with in cb..raCle,i"ic d i;pl. ),. of porce
lain doll" J>ho'ographic ~uipment, oflite machiner)" .nd fountain pens, 
,\ Iorro,,<r, we>tem Europe.n buyen h.d not lo>! the h,bit of going to 

Saxony fot" machine good" a. well ., for fine finished prodLl<t>---Leic-. 
cam,r •• , mo,ical in>!rumen!>, and toy. , At the Fall 19H f.ir they min
gled with 670,000 ,'i.ito ... " Thi. "'.,. worri>orne deI'Clopment. rot" 

01>< thing, ,he boyero brought bac k glowing ocw. of the achine""n" 01 
><>ci.li" rccon",uetion , Wone, the conW'" trc,led opportoni.ies fot" 
tr.fficking in \"('<>tcrn ,«hnologicol >cerc,., which was illegal acw rding 
to N"ion.1 Scenri'" Council Order 68 of April 14, 1950, which b.rrcJ 
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Americ,n .1Iic. from trade in ",.tegit material, with Communi>1-bloc 

countrie •. 
Politic.1 concern. a , much .. tr,dc intere'" tho, >trengthened the [i· 

"'nhower admini>1mtion', determination to boild an alternat;,'e fa ir ')" 
tem, In Aogu" 1954, with monic> drawn from the pre.identi.1 emer

gent)' fond e"marked for co lt"ral p rogram>, it launched "immediate 
and "igoroo, .ction to demo",tr.te the >urcriority of 'he prodoct> .nd 

cultordl 1'.10<> of our . y"em of free enterp ri«." n",wing on ". ""ional 
nnwork of I'olun'ee" dedicated '0 'he ,win principle. of deeentr.li ... ,ion 
and w luntariYll ,- go,'emment dep"'menl> coll.borated wi,h nl,ional 
bu,ine" .w",i.:ttion. like 'he Ad,'cni<ing Cooocil to ",Iici, donatio", of 

manpower, e~ uipmcn".nd money, Where., 'he So" iet fai " ,howt .. ed 
,he power of planning.. foco,ing on monster machiner)" technological . d

,'. ncn, .nd ><irn,iJic di>co<"Cric. as .tepping-<totlC. '0 uni,'er .. 1 progres>, 
'he Americ.n fai" >howuliCd 'he ed«,ic materi.1 democrocy of the here 

.nd now : at 0'" time or .nother, the upo>ition groond. mO<lnted with 
Buckmin<ter ful ler', geodesic domes and other moderni« fol lin hO>1ed 

foil-replica "II-><"'icc "ore •• nd !>nch hom", exhibi,ion, of a!»traer 
.r1 , j.a conccn., Cineram. 'p«racb .!.owiog .niprc" from Cl'er},d.y 

life, and f,.hion runw.)' •. In 1960, .ix fear> into the program, the Com
merce tlcpart men(. reccndy ",.bli,hed Of IKe of Internatio.,,1 Tra de 

F.i" ran ninny-scven oflKi.1 cxhib it> in ,wen')'-nine countric" cxpo<ing 
more than 60 million rcople '0 the w.y of life of a n. ,ion in which go,'

ernment scemed pnctic.lIj' n""cxi"ent . nd lib",!, Wa> .how" no' .. 
• ome abma" right bot . > expo.ore to the concrete freedom of making 

choices by " Iecting .mong a m)'ri.:td of >p«,.des . nd a r1if.C!> ," 
The U.S. go><rnmen' ,1>0 tool: in han d the clabomtion of " .. i>t;c..!O 

demoru.tr.te the 'opcriori,), of the American S"nJ."J of Li"ing, Ke
l ponding '0 "in,i"ent public dem.nd for com par.ti"e w.ge .nd price 

d ... ,- the Bore.u of Labor S'''i''i", goided b)' 'he economist hing 
Kral'ir>, constructed new indic" to calcolate ,he purch:a'ing power of 

hoorl), CAming.;M B)' cutting th rough the muddle of e<timat" about loc.1 
co,,>, currenc)', and w.ge d iflcrenti.I, th .. had pl.gued the ILO-Ford In

qoi!}' .nd ,"u>cd the bre.kdown of cr""national compari"'''' in the 
1930., they facilitated the cumpari"'n of ",nd.,d. from country !O 

countr~', Practically .n)' medium could cite the<c figure., ,nd .n)' con
.umer cuold grasp the "n<c, When i, was learned that, <Hl ,,'erage, 

Americ,n worke" had to h bor for 6 minote. to buy. poond of brea d, 
li minut" for. dOLe" ew, ,nd 31 minot" for a poond of botter, 
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",her<O< 'heir So,' ie' tounterpart. h,d to work r<'r«ti"ely 25 , 158, .nd 
H2 minut« for tl>< >arne item<- 'he m>< for which '),<1<m w"' .uperior 
""mcd open . nd ,hut. 

In r<.Ii,y tl><<< indic" <uffered from many of the ' . m< drawb. ck> •• 
'he Ford -ILO inquir)" in>ofar .. 'her . "umcd ,h., 'he "and"d of li\'ing 
"' .. b.<cd on indi,' idu,1 incom< ond ,I>< pri<' con,umer> paid for .i ngle 
irem' , Tl><y indulged the !ubi, of ignoring 'he contribu,ioo!O indi"idu.1 
",df.re of gm'emmcnt «r"i,eo llike lax di>c"" n" on mortg.>g") Of pri<e 
'UPP""" {.ueh .. big highw.),. ond ch"p fudl. And ,I><}' m.de no derer
minari"" .oout wh .. goOO' people re.llr wanred. Nor did 'hey offer any 
",a}' of me. ,uring 'he ".Iue of &000, acquired through infor ..... 1 ex
,hang" or gr.y mar. er>-which in «nlr.lly planned «onomi" W,nt 
.Iong wi,h 'he !err. in. Nor did the}' r<Heer tl>< human .nd o,herco>"of 
'he high producti"i')" 'hat r<.ul!ed in higher income, a< w,1I .. lower 
price •• but .1", mor< inrcn", and longer work ,im,. Though 'hes< indie« 
could h.ve I><en 'ppli,d to practi<.II}' any r<ality, whieh was 'heir "irtue, 
'hey were .1""", imari.bl}' u",d !O con"-, " ,I>< haTIht '0 compar<, 
mmdy markct-dri,'en .nd planned economic< wi,h 'heir wholly different 
'),"em. 01 pri<ing .nd ,uppl}'. Rardy W'r< ,I>< figur" used to mak, hi. 
rorie.1 comp.riwn" .. bet",,,n ,I>< I"""twar er..n<! prewar ,i",,>. Nor, 
more inmLlC'i,,<ly, Wer< they used!O c<>mp,re ,I>< ner more pr",perou, 
core are .. of We>lem Europe . nd 'he emc!);ing Third World coun""" or 
i .. own ncr more margin.1 peripl><,)", n"'ably Sp.in. Portugal. >ou,l><rn 
luly, .nd GreCH; nor did they c""'par< the tenor of life in ,he ],uer 
wunlric. wi,h the ri.ing ".nJard. in f." -indusrria li'ing Vol.n d, Yugo
,Ia"i., and Hungary, 

A, .u<h compaci"'", became 'he nocm, worke" '00 ",cre ",Ii<ired to 
"oi« their opinion' . boo t r<h ,il'< st.nd"d. of Ii" ing. And .. ,hi; har
pencd , 'hcy ,"" learned to explain 'hcir opinion. 0<1 materi,1 ground. 
wher ,h,n according to ideologie.1 I><licf •. So in 1~55, ",hen I,()()()

piLI> fr<nch work,,, wer< •• k,d !O r.nk countries .ccord ing '0 whcrc 
'hey 'hough' wor. e" li,d tl>< bC>!, 'hc m'jori'y ranked ,I><ir homela nd 
France 'h, higheot, 'hc United S .. t" «cond •• nd neighooring Jta ly I. >! , 
They wcrc complercly 'pli, .oou, the :;'wier Union , with . qua"er mork
ing i, ,I>< he>1 place . nd , >Iight ly larger group ,I>< wor>!. Ld,-wing union 

mcml><" were ' imilarly 'pli!. Half thongh' ,har Amerieon work,,, Ii,'cd 
I><<r, on 'he b •• i, of what 'hey heard .boot Americ.n wor.,,' owning 
<,r>, tehi.ion>, rcfr i~er:;l1o", and w •• hing m.chine>, drc<>ing 11',11, .nd 
h"'ing mor, . mu><""n" .nd fun , Half >aid ,hal So\'i« worker> Ii,'cd 
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be .. , on tho oo,i. of thoir belief ,hat So";,,, .ocirty Wa> more egalitari.n 

.nd wor\:o" were engoged in 'he pur>uit of >oci.1 iu>ticc , labored fur 'he 
collccti"i,y ra,her ,h.n for tho 00.><" and got more respect." A, polling 

beame mo<e profe""'naliud, que""'n. aboo' be" and wom would be 
reframed .. que"ion •• boo' the quali'!, of life a. determined by goods 

.nd .,cr,'icc •. lt w .. imphtit 'hat the .n'we'" ,hoold be ["",d on indi"id
oal ",ti.f.ction< framcJ in term. of thccbottc. being offered, and not on 

collecti"e belief •• bout the rel"i,'e merit> of altemati", polit".1 ')'.tem •. 
Abo"e all, Americ.n pol",y prc<><d for 'he arc .. the U.S. armie. had 

""('opied after the wor, J.pan , bot c<peciallr Germ.ny. to become .how
ca"'. of con,Umer democ,.cy. That "'., • more !"oblem1t'" "mtegy 

wi,h re.pect to J.pan: tha, ","er)"hing about Ii"ing condit",n" from 'he 
tiny K.le of .helter '0 'he <emio,ic> of dict, w .. '" di".nt from the '«bt
ern con.umer experience made i, hard to agree <Xl benchmark> for wn

.omer progrc ... An)'Way. in the larger .. heme of gCOC'COIlomx,., it "'a< 
more imponant for J.pan to be 'omcJ to producing con' orner good' 
th.n to con.uming ,hem,'" In we>tern £Uwpe, by contra .. , 'he imp.

tience for Europe to lih it> ".ndard, "' .. great. e.pecially., the argo
ment th", low ".nJ..rd. of li" ing h. d cau>cd f.", i.m "'., ad.pted to <'

pl.in the popufarity of Communi,m. TUrning Europe into an area of high 
con.omption .f", made more .nd more Kn>c from tbe point of ,'iew of 

mtion.li.ing the d iyi.ion of labor wi,hin 'he Ath n'ic AlIi.nce. IIcc.u>< of 
it> "in.bilit}' to re.i" militarilj',- we .. ern Eorope "h., to compenl.:"e 

«onomx,.II)'." To do thi., the region h. d '0 hep pace with :;'",ict .. te. 
of growth. Thereby i, could "we.hn if not dc>troj' ,be .ppe.f of commu
ni.m to it> workers .nd in,elfwo.f>. - In torn, "it< ri.ing ."ndard of li,,

ing woold gi,'e ,be lie '0 commoni>! propaganda .bout 'he dec.dence of 

'he We'" . nd h.1'< ". magnetic effect on 'he .. tell ite pcopb."' - lt "' .. 
• n un<pohn aim that .. Europe," eIi'e. "«pted thi. neW divi.ion of la
bor, they would ,"mnder the galling .nobber}' 'hat Eorope "ood for trUe 
cultore where .. ,he United State. >!ood for er ... cil'ililation. ~ 

For ",e"em Europe '0 become the mowca", for co",umer democracy 
three cond ition> h. d to be fulfillcJ. The fir>! was 'hat it renounce irrev<>

mbll' the region'. mcrc.n,ili>t tradit;"",. opening up it> market> , Thi. 
w .. indced occo rring under Amerialn pre .. ure and with 'he core ",e"em 

Europe." ... te'- oWn >tep< ,oward e>t.bli.hing 'he Common ;>'hrkct be
ginning in the carl}' 1950.. The .«ond condi'ion "' .. for the imperial 
powe",- France, Great I\ritain , lklgium, Holland , ,nd l'onugal-to di,

tance them",I,'" from, if no' renoont<. their wlonic •. Thi' me.n' re-
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nou[King the 'r«i.1 <conomic tic, that Wne under pre"ure .n)'w.f in 

the I,.,e ol.nticolon i.1 mo,'emen" .nd dunging tenn. 01 tr.de thot I.· 
mred the Un ited Stat«. It .1", meant renoulKing • ""'jor pillar 01 the old 

regime of consum ption, namely the coloni.1 w')" ollifc. which h.d ju"i· 
lied to w lo n;'li", the rightn«' 01 their ci"ilizing mi<>ion. dilleren,ioted 

the peopb of C1ch empire lrom one . no,her • • nd reinlorced 'heir tic. '0 
the h ierarchic. 01 d i"ioc,ion 01 the m<!ropoli., Tring their ".nd"d. ' 0 

Americ.n "",iny. ""me w""em Europe.n; exp,,,,,,,d regret ot the di,
untc that thi. would cre.te with re'r«t to their lormer <olonies. The 

lead", 01 the non.ligned world. meeting in Il.ndung. lndone.i • • in April 
1955. rccogni>cd .. moth. A,. "Third World" in 'he making, ,hey took 

>lock bo,h 01 their out< ... "atu, under the old bouTJ;coi. regime 01 Con
,omption .nd 01 the on.ttainable heigh .. of the new Ameri .. " ".nd,,,!>. 
",eking in S,,,,ict-typc .tr.tegic< of collec,i\'< pro"i,ioning ",me neW .1-

tem"i"e, There by We"em Euro1".n ".,,, were mor, fi,mly joined ' 0 

the White Atl.ntic, and more inclined '0 the .ppropriate "ocation of a 
>ccond-.order powc~ n.mely to gu".nt« the materi.1 imprm'ement of 

their oWn ci,i>cn •. HCI>l'efonh competi'ion .mong ,hem w .. no longer 
"" •• ured in ' e, m, of 'he power of arm" .ize of coloni.l territo, ies, or 

w"lth of empire. bo, within the framework of comp.wi\'< d,,. on 
gro .. nltion.l prodoct, infl .. ion ,"es, inJ" ~ur« lor eX1"nditore on 

health and lei,ur<. and dif/o'ion cUn'es lor indoor plumbing •• otomo
bil«, w .. hing m1Chinc> • • nd ,ehi.ion .n •. 

On the other hand, foropcan. too h.d widely come >round to.ccept
ing 'hat £orope ·. pcrenni.1 .Ute of War in the ' .. 'entic,h cen,orr had been 

the major oh<tade '0 rai.ing Ii"ing , tandard" helKe 'hat enduring pcace 
.Ione <Qold su • .,ntee that pro>pcrity woold 1""i". and ",'en grow. Thi. 

turn.bout in 'hinking m.de 'he possibility of armed conflict be,w«n '0-
1"' powe" o n Eoropc. n "'il . with the ,hrea' of n",ka, .nnihilation. 

all the more terrifl'ing. Co",,'!oentl)', Ame,i .. ·• We>tern .lii" h.d little 
troubl, finding m. jori,i" con"intcd 'hat e<onomic =u, i'), could nOl be 

.chi,,·ed witoout mili .. f}' ""uri'y • • nd th1t ,hi. coold be" be "hic"ed 
onder the American nod ear ombrell.. Thi. w ... 11 the more troe • • it be
come ""ident 'hat <och. commitment not only d tJ not interfere with, bo, 
in I.ct gready enh,oced, 'he ,hare of the n>tion.1 product .... il.bk for 

con.umer goods and «r"icc>. 
Without 'he "binh 01 the ,""u ma rKet,- howe,'CT, the.., condi,ion. 

woold hal'e been harde~ il not imp<miblc. '0 ,""Uf<. Thi •• o<p"'iou. 
",ent took place in I g53 ••• Howard Whidden, foreign editor of lJu.i~e"-
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,,, 
Week, <xpcrtly wrOI<, whe"". ,oddon .pun in pc,>o".1 con.omf"ion" 
m.d, jr 'ppc" 'hat "'he long-.<!;I<ctcJ conSOITl<r will pl.)' an inc",.,
;ogll' imrorun' cok in the Eoropean «onomy" Sharpl)' , i, jng demand 

h.d the dfoc, of !wrien'ing th< distribution 'l'''<m ." the '"1><.<:1.,, 
mark«" th" h.:JJ <n.bled Amcnc.n ITLlnofado",n'" commit to rn,,,,· 

producrion .ptom. in 'he ,arly twen,ie,h t<",ory. Ill' <0 doing. it brok< 
'he monopoly of "m.mol.tt urer> who in thei, dom""", .. 1<> wore roo 

<xciu.;,-"), nJoc<m«l wi,h «,>'i« to. limited, almos, cu<"><n-!Oilorcd, 
high qu.lit )' mor."," 1\)' 'he end of ' he dc<:,J<, Whidden prcJiC!<J, "an 
Am<rK.n ,,),Ie Con.umer mark,! will Ix qu;t< fully developed in Ilrj",in 

.nJ ,on.o other <onlincn,,1 countri«, whik in ,he ,,'" of I):'<"'m Europ< 

it will be wdl on the "'ay,' " Thi. optimi,m w .. bo"", out a. <ad)' .. 
1954, ... hen !he r«e"ion <fut hit the United Stat" with the end of the 

Korean War left the Eurore.n «onomie. prct1)' much u",'alhed. 
Thi, "O<Ie·<OI ... markct .- which many ha d )'carned for but nobody ex· 

p«ted '0 aprear '" .uddenl)', came from four >oureo<. The fi r" w •• ful ler 
emplo)·men'. The ",ond w><.n upward nudge in re.l w'ge< for wor'· 

er>. which re>ulted from higher out rut. The thirJ w., the dedine of In' 

come Jifferent ial. brtween the wea lthie>! .nd the lower ineon>< grou~ 0< 

• re.ult of War 10<<<: • • inll.,ion, ,nd the introdLlCtion of income t,.c>. 

The lou"h wa. the ri>< in ><>cial bencfi" o<s.ociatcd wi,h wdhre ""i.m. 

including ren' con'rol, hou<ing ,ub<idie •• ren,ion<, . nd famil)" .Ilow· 
'rK<>, G:",ernment progr,m, imp.rted . >cn«: of "curity" well a. gi,' 

ing heft to purch .. ing rower for hou"hold good. when W'g" were "ill 
,'ery low, By "'till!; priori,ie. with an C)'c to ' he 'uccmion of Jnelop· 

ment< in AmcrKan "",iety, goremmen' .1>0 f","red > >cn" of th< ,," of 
good, reoplc <ould nre" to obt,in in ' he ncar future. 

The one f.ctor missing from thi' .en)lmt w., wa~ n,mel)' the Korean 
War, which unlike the tWo cod ier global w.,. fought in the twentieth cen· 

,u'}" W>1 bb«:d ly di>t.nt from [urore.n tcrriwry, l;ming from June 
195010 July 1953. the conlliet had m.Jn)' of the Ume profitabk eff«" 
for Eurore.n manufacturer< ,nJ con,umer< that European W.r> h, d h,d 

for 'he Americ,n, earlier in the cen,ury, The dcmmd for .,mamen" eX· 

ceeded the capacit)" of ,he main helligerent , ' he United S",,, , .nd the Ur· 
gency of ,,'i<f)'ing ,hi. nero, .. well •• ' he demanJ, 10< {'()mumer good, 

in count"« 001 eng.lgeJ On the war fron", generated h igher employ· 
ment , In turn, higher emplo)'ment &enerated greater pureh .. ing power. 

;l,1<,nwhile, in the belief th .. Korea w .. a di""ion .nJ that ,he main ". 
rack from the USSR would >till ,ome from ,he Cd>! , ' he United Sra", 



de Grazia, Victoria. Irresistible Empire : America's Advance Through Twentieth-Century Europe.
Cambridge, MA, USA: Harvard University Press, 2005. p 369
http://site.ebrary.com/lib/uvalib/Doc?id=10314262&ppg=369
Copyright © 2005. Harvard University Press. All rights Reserved.
May not be reproduced in any form without permission from the publisher, except fair uses permitted under U.S. or applicable copyright law.

roorcd million' of doll,,, morc into Europe, mainl)' in ti>< form of orm)' 
procurcmmt. A. ti>< numlxr of wdkarod-Ior U.S , d i,'i.iom doplo)'«l 

bj' NATO ro>< from ono!O .ix, and tho troop hoi. from ~I,OOO to 

260,~00, <omp.lrcd wit h ti>< 138,600 Amtr".n •• U!ionod in Korea, 
thoir host rq;ioru boomod." 

:\loreo,'ct, b)' prc><ing it< Europe.n ,lIio. to contributt rna« ricl to 
tho Wor dfon, tho Un ittd Su«. SH'O a ni« >timulu, to tho Europe.n 

«onomy, Tho Alli«" old mom)" Gmnany, "' • • tho bi!:!;c" Ixnol'ici.ry, 
Whore., o'her W«ttm Europe.n " .. " thm.' re soore« into mIlitary 

proJo<'ion " tho oxpen« of tho ci,'ili.n ""~or, tho Gerrn.:m Fodtr. 1 Re
publ" had beon bannod from produting for milita,y pu'pose" Cons<

qUo<ntl)', Wo" Germ.n onterpri«. Woro Ielt to Coocontr"" on capital.nd 
con'ume, good •. Initi.lly ,hc", good. were d<>tinod fo, export. lIut •• 

bu.inrn pi<k«l op .od empio)'ment and wag« rosc , k fto>,er ,"pacity be
gan to be u",d to rn.:mulacturc fo, homo coruomprion .. well. For ti>< 

fi"' t time, nor j..,t ti>< t r.de union, bot .Iso gO\'emment ,nd bo>i "e" 
conct:i\'ed of the nation a. hH'ing marke" that WctO deop at home •• well 

a. exp,,,,,i"e abroad. With ful l em ployment . nd ri.ing wages, We" Ger
man indu>!,i.1 worke" beg.n to be treated .. foil -fledged comome". 

Du,ing 'he Kon:.n W>r, Wc" Go rm.ny w .. more fi rmly drown into 
the we"orn European trading arc. , bringing the region o ne ,tep d""r to 

h"'ing the breadth of m>rk« in di>pen",bie to ti>< econom ics of ".Ie .nd 
>cope of Americ.n-,,},Ic m ... productiO!l. If lelt to their oWn dCl·t<<<, 

Ge,m.n ente'pri"". w""ld h.H >ought this bre.dth of market """ide it> 
borde" to 'he Cd" , " it had in ti>< pa« , «torning to it> old ITldrke" in 

central Europe. Ilut Amer".n ""ttgK inttre'" b.n«l this tendeocy, 
Forr«l by Cold Wa r poli'''' into 'he moT< competi'il'< cYll'irO!lment of 
Atlantic Europe, \'ibt Germ.n ontcrpri,., <ame onder more .nd more 

pre .. ure to curb their canol" introdo« American technique. of rna" 

proJo<,ion , .nd be more rc«p'i\"< to ' he m."-marketing method. indi.
pcn"blo to e".bii.hing ,hem"I,,, in now .. I« territories ," 

Tho. the romp ,tate of ,he great Gon",," Empire, the sole poWtr 'hat 
in the fir>< de,ad" of the centor)' had hem capable of on,horing • [ uro
pc.n -ba«d, con, incntwiJo market at the Ume timo as gmerating a no
tion 01 market culture ,hat presentod it""lf ., .n .Iternati,·e to tho Ameri

can , w .. in tq;rated into tho W<>te", .re., to herome the powerhouse of 

the """,,,,.t ional export trade indi,pcn..,ble '0 the J ",clopmont of . re
gio",,1 rna .. market. h. <ultoral preten.ion> reJuc«l, the ch,>tcned w«t

em .re. of the Germ"" nation em braced ' he ba.i<> of con.umer wcU-
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being with rem.:Jrbbk equ,nimi'y, Ludwig frhard, economics minimr 

under Konmd Aden1Uer from 1949 '0 1963 and ch.n«lIor in hi, oWn 
right for 'he 'hree )',"" following, w .. "peci.lly doqLlCnt in endo"ing 
the ·b.,ic democr>tic right of con'Umer freedom,' which he defined .. 

"fint and foremo" ,he fr«dom of ,II ci,i>cn. '0 ' hape their Ii"" in • 
form ,dequate '0 'he pen".,,1 wish" ,nd eon«p!iom of 'he indi"idu.l, 
wi,hin the framewor k of 'he fin.""i.1 mean. at 'heir di'ro",I ," Howner, 

for frh.rd- .. a C"holic,. on"ime member of 'he ,ird, moun d Wil
holm Ve"hofen', 'i.oc"'y for Con.umer Re>c.r<h .. Nuremberg, and . 
firm, if ,ubJu,d, ni,ic of the Nni command economy before 'he Anglo
American lure« ,prointed him «onomic ad"i"r for 'heir occupation 
lOne-<on>umer well-being Wd> ne"er .n . b",lute good, " Current 
American ideol,,!;}' hold. Comu"",,, . ded in their own and ""'iny'. be>! 

inter"t when thq' Were properl)' guided b)' carefull}' nego,iated n"ional 
h bor con",,",. a 'igh' money ,uppl}'. and con"" .. ti,'e good tam." 

P""tic.lly .pea king, by the 'om of the 1960. We" Germ.n. were no 
longer either heroe. or haggler>; they were becoming known a, affluent 

furopean, with high rate. of expenditure on kitchen" ,utomobiles, .nd 
holid.y,. So the ..... "t 01 'he "'ti"" , olKe the b" ho>pitabie to the idea 
of con'umer "»,ereignt)'. h.d now be<o"'" 'he mo>t open •• Ibei, within 
the con.".in" of stolid middle·d." ,·"ttIC .nd the prot«!ion •• J,'i"d 

by the oocd mark" economy. it w .. in 1959 th" for the fir.;, ,ime • Ger
m.n .roke of ""ur ton'umer soci"y.·" The proclamation w .. n"t wi,h
oot 1mbiguit}" It expre."d the immen" ,,If-.''i,/action at the progr<>' 
made .i",e 1945, when Germ.n, ,,'ere ""roon!;ing , igamte butt< from 
AmerK.n GI" .. well ., prOde at being the .howe,,,, of'he We"em way 
of life 'g.Jin" the coliec'i"i" ,'i,ion being ,howca"d on the other ,ide of 
the llrandcnbu,!; G.te. But thi' neW ",If-defin ition w., .1", mixed wi,h 
the an,i"), '0 •••• :rt thot 'oor co",umer soci")"' wa> not ex",ly identi
cal with the American ,'e"ion, ""ig.Jtcd for it> <XC<" of m,teri,li.m 
and degener"e youth cuiture •• nd to paper o,'er a well-known ""ret. 

that m.:Jnr older pcop le rememhered ,he I.>! good tim".s the pc,,'eful 
late 1930. hefore Gem"n)" h.d heen led into Wac, 

Bre.king through Barrie". leveling Differe n(es 

Wh" d id the , d,..n<c of'he ma .. con,umer ""icty mean in ,'"w of fu

' ope.n ooc"t(. hi>!o!)' of eontentiou. politic.? H,d .ffl""""e begun to 
m,le the public> of Germ.n)·, France, or It.ly into a 'pcople of plent)'.' 
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a. D,vid Pottor "h.raC!orizcd con!<mpomry lIm<r".n.?" In 'ho oarl)' 

1%0. 'h< P",neh weiologi<t Pior", Ilourdiou w ••• mong ' ho fia' to po>< 

,ho qu<<tion: Wha' iml"<1 did comump' ion hal'o on d • .s~ lind in ,ho 

noX' d.<cad< hi. main ",«arch would Ix dod ... 1<d '0 tn.1pping 'ho noW 
>o<i.1 "di"ioction;" gO!l<rated b)' 'he ",di!1ribu,ion 01 "cul,ural c'pi,.I

a. Con<um<r> m,de choice> . mong .n ncr mo", .bund.n, .nd di'l""te 
array 01 good, . nd "'"'1<<0," Ck .. ly, 'hore Wore no oa<y on.wor>, II 
quaner 01 • cen,ury hte~ • Bourdiou pro'Og.' dodicatod '0 .n",,<ring 'ho 
",mo qucr)' would ""pond: "'ho figuro 01 'he con;um<r h., '0 be Con
cei,d in ",I.,ion '0 an en",mblo 01 change> ,h., are no! pure ly 01 an oro

nom .. order, o"en ii, indi'pu!ably, it> d.<"clopmon' i. co'mninou. wi,h 

,ho grow,h in quan'i')' .nd di,'or>i,), 01 con.umer good; •• wcll •• acu.s 
b)' noW "",i.1 group. to good •• nd ",,,,icc> hi,berto "'«II'<d '0. n .. -

rowor "'<lion of 'he public.- " 
B)' 'ho mid-1960s W<>lorn £uroI"" , occupatiorull profilo Was . cq uiring 

",me trair. Common to ,ho United Sta' e>.s, " '<I)'who", if ,'cry uno"enly, 
p<".n" bc<am< >c.rcer, 'ho numlxr 01 c'pi"li", .nd indop<ndon' pro

fo"ion. l. dodin<d,.nd tbe proportion of ""hri«l ex«u'i"", whil<-<:ol
lor employoe>, ond fac'ol)' wo rh" ro,"" S'ill, '0 'p<ak of 'h< !7o,,~h 01 
"middle d .. ""., - .. if to imply ,h .. "",i,1 inoqu.li')' h.d d«lin<d Or po
Ii,ical pow<r "10< df«til'ol)' dcmocra'i1Cd, w .. op<n to ch , lIeng< by any 

numlxr of "odio. ,hat showod tho I"'"i>tcnco of "inoqu.lit)' 01 acee;,; '0 
n<arll' all 01 ,be reword. 01 tho >oeio--<conom" ')'''em."'' Por good re.

",n , m",t EuroI"'on. cO<ltino<d to ompha. i>< tho gla .. h.lf empty, rathor 
th.n ,he gla .. half full , 

Nonothclo .. , We<torn Europ< h.d Ixgun to mo"e .way lrom ,he ""0-
liko hi<r.",h." of tho pr<--World W .. II or> ., tho ' h« r inG<15< in tho 

proportion of ",Iariod propk in th< total population ma d< it poo,ible for 
more and mo", of ,hom to m.ko ocw choice •• bout u<ing thoir incom<, 

Tho choOte, Ixcoming »'at!able to propl< from incrr.",d income •• 
carll'" 'ho fir" h.lf of 'ho 1950. Worr th< focu. of 'ho fi"" con.umor 

'UII'<)' " 'cr in Franto, .nd tho firS, '0 Ix undcrt.k<n bl' any go,'crnmen' 
in EuroI"'. Thi. w., c""dunod in 1954 undcr 'ho .u.pice. 01 th< Geno .. 1 
COmmi .... iat of Planning ., tho go,,<rnm<nt preparrd to I.unch franc,,'. 

",cO<ld Four- Yoar Plan , Shif'ing imostmont priori' i« from capital good. 

to con'umer <quipment , ,ho pl.n t.kul.tro that lamily incomo would in
cre.5<" an .nnu.l ",'orago of 4-5 percent. Thi. Was. 'p<c,.cul.r .um 

w mparrd with ' ho 3 porc<n' incrc.", for tho ontirr I"'riod 19H- 1950, 
not '0 mon,ion tho pa ltry 5.5 p<rcent o\'<rall gain bl' ",<"om EuroI"'.n. 

for the I"'riod 1913- 1929. 
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'" 
'You <am 20 perrent more: ",h.:1t arc l'U" going!O do with it?" That 

w .. the .hockin&l;' dir<t1 qu<>!ion that the commi.sa,iat hired the In
>!ilUl Fro"",;. d"Opi";"" Publiquc , or IFOj~ to .. k. It Wa> the fiat ,ime 
thal frcoch c;,i><n>--<>r an)' European pcopl<- wcrc ."'oJ what they 
would do if ,hey ha d more income , Moreo",r, the poll>!,r. Jean Sto<!lci. 
• longtime coll,borator of Grorgc G,lIup. built hi, .ample of ·orb.:Jn ",1-

.,;,d prorl<" to indud< not only ,killed w.ge <amer<. "nllilled I.bore", 

.nd pcn<ion<r., bu, .1", manage", In the P"" they "'Quid haH bee" re
garded OS too di"w.c in thcir - .. piration •• nd <lni'e>' !O be comp.>rablc. 

Now. hownn, the .uppo.;t;on "' .. th.:.t th,,, wa< 00 in!rin';' ciifmcn«. 
To accoUnt for Jiffcrcnc<I in tIKi. w.nt" the ,,",;,,Oti.n. 'lUcii,J nr;

.bln .lKh a. I,mil;' 'il<, pla« 01 ,«i<knee, .nd d;'rouble income in
>!<ad of ... oming different "",d. for different <1 .. « .... 

A prelimin.ry look .. the ""ponse •• how. how rem>rbbly ing;.lit.r· 
im and unwmloruble a pJ.cc ur ban frante "iii "' .. in ten"" 01 bo.ic ne· 

ce"itie>: 76 percent o f.iI hou>chold, had no running hOI water, 90 per· 
cent no w .. hing machine, and 91 percent no rclrigerltor. Only 5 percent 

01 the men who worked went by . utomobile, comp>red with the 85 per· 
cent who u!iCd public tra",ponali.,." rode bicycles, or went 00 foot. 

French .. I.,;ed people, no m>ttcr how I.rge their iocome, WeI< still par· 
. imoni""" 57 percent had n",'cr used CI< dit . ,\Io>t were familiar with the 

new wmmodihe. they could porch.", with more income and looked lor· 
ward to the time th"l' might " xe a Vocal ion. buy ki tchen appliance<, or 

p urcha", an automobile . But h '!;e numbe" of manual worxer> and pen· 
. iooe!> intended to 'prn d an}' addition,l irKome on food, C!pecially me" 

and ,'egctablco. And when m.nage" and office head, .poke 01 IILIxing 
"important purchale.,· th"l' were referring to wh" We woold regard ., 

b.,;" •• uch a. clothing. home imp","ement>, and hou><hold "luipment. 
Jf ma .. --<on<umption "",iety w •• being "born," it w •• an excruci.ting 

. Iow labor: two-third, 01 the cadre • .,id their ."ndarJ of li" ing ha d im
pro"cd .i"", 1950. but onl}' one-third of the olfice em plo)"",' and . xilled 

",orke,", and Ics. than a .i xth 01 the un.killed . Th" the old regime 01 
con.umption >till ca" a long .hadow ",'er "",;,I reh tion. i. under<cored 

by the Gu.int ct. .. >lereOl}'pe. that tlK IFOI'\ bright }'Olmg .uti>!ici.n. 
u>cd to illumate their finding •. Soci.1 >!mding lILly hal'e hegun ro be re

g.mlcd a . m.:Jttcring In. when it came to 'pend ing intomc. NonctlK
lei. the little dia!;!.m' >!ill emph .. i1Cd ><>cial di>!ilKtion' bo><d on eJu

cation, drc><. work tool" and body language: the olfice manager w;o. 
, hown .uited «"ed at hi. ded. the ,upe"'i"'r 1I0uri,hing hi< telephone 

to bark out commmd., the clerx <lU!ching hi, d",.ier 01 paper> . the 
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'" 

jTo,;,-.,· .... _ ... r" .. 

to. prioI '''''''' "' .... ' .... 1 

• Wh~, woo/J ,,"W do "'i,1I 20% mo" i""o_l" Oc",,,,,,,,m,1 
fl"'rot'jP<' a" "ill b,>,n! ksed to "har"uri::L comum" "'anls. 

1955. Coo",., 01 , .. EObJOxoo,,,,,'" Sc~",,, Po. 

,killed ",o •• <r bmndiming hi, toolbox, . nd rho un,killed l.borrr be nt 

ol'<r hi. wh«lbarrow. 
A, l<a" . nOlh<r Joc.do p,,,,,,,d be/ore the« difference. we re <dip>«l 

b)' . new world of rc b<ncc o""ide rh< " .J i,iona] ""'"' hi<r>"hin 01 
d.» , work •• oo <doc .. i"n. A< nonworking t im< incrca«d, income ro><. 

and n!""u« to rho rn. " medi. I>«.m< mor< .nd more i",<n<e, <>pc
, ;, lIy ... ,nul, 01 rho jump in «hi;ion """"",,hip, tho tomm<rci. l

cul,ural .ph<r< ,hat w< ,",w pr<»ing into tho J>Oliricol .phere non und~r 
. u,ho,i'ari,n regime> <Sta blish,J i'scll •• an un" lcor ing /"'" of llCW cul 

tural model. for million, of urbani.<d pc.,.n, .. emigrant la bo"r>, . nJ 
wom<n cowing th< h bor force , not to mcnrion 'he young. It w., • • ig-

0011)· important font lor ne", el i« . o f man'ger< and «ecu,i,,>, who, in 
.he .. Iuo> 01 d&iel>O)·. rela xa.i"" • .,,<1 democra.ic mannerS or 'he h.bi, 
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of the -wee k-.<nd: the "b:ubecue,' or Sotorda}' ,uperm"kct mopping, 
e>l.blt.hed their >O(i.1 ,'i.ibili,)' and kgi'im'q' wi,h re.pect '0 ".di
,ion.1 boorgeoi. conI'Cn,io", of di"inc,ion. It was no b . imp"runt 

for )'oung people who, in ,heir que>! '0 e"abli,h their identi,)' ... "gen
e,",ion ,' drew on 'he muOlC, drn., .nd <>Ih« p.raphernali. of ,,"",
AtI.ntic routh cult ore. Now full;' ".m"iantic in ;cope, the commerri.l
cul,ural . ph«e offered.n end k .. I)' rith repenoire of commooi,ie •• nd 

CU>lom" from rock .nd roll .nd blue jean, to dating .nd the pill: it m.de 
for 'he bigge>! bre.k he',,"'«n one age cohor, .nd another experienced in 
the ,wcn,irth or any other century." 

Unlike the , ... d i,io.,1 poli'icol-cconomK: or cult oral lea derShip, the 

neW el ite of cekbri'), f .. hioned by rna .. coruumptioo and .pect.torShip 
hcked deci.ionmaking pow«, )'CI were "object> of di«u»ion. inter"" 

admi ration, imitation. and collwi"e affection." As "celebri ti", - Franco 
Albewni , 'he 1 .. li.n oociologi>!. pre;ciently obscrl"ed in 'he coriy 1%0., 

they did not "and" 'he .pex of society in any <on,'ention.1 ;cn". Tho< 
they could engage , ltention without pw\'Oking the d." en"y. ,"'n'
ment. or hi«arrhical pattern> of emul.,ion t)'picolly Slimuh ted b)' 'he 
old elit". In .um. 'hey were a r""OITe like o'her commodi'ic>, offering 
new model. of ""i.1 belonging. " What i. more, ,hei, origin could be jU>l 
.. ca'ily internotional •• national. The <elebrity could be [urope.n--the 

Itali,n pop .inger ,\ Iim. 'he French crooner> Jonny H.lliday >od Syl" ie 
V,It.in. or 'he Ikatb----<lr from ,he United S,.te, like Bill Halq', Eh'i. 

Pre.!e)" Jar",. Dcan, Natalie Wood, or .ny number of other HolI)'wood 
>ta", By the 1950. the d ;"tinction between 'he .utoch,hon"", and 'he 

.lien "'a< becoming "'er h.rder to draw: 'he commercial-mlto",1 ,phere 

.Ire.d )' exi>led wide and dccp in 'he United SI.te<- and for decades it had 

bc<:n intermixing with that which exiSled in Europe.n <o<i<1i« , Only 
noW the connwion. were more inten" .nd politK:i>cd, . nd 'he point> of 

Con"ct be,w«n the two ,ide. of the AtI.n,ic more numemo •• dearly 
drawn, and I",,· •• i,'e. 

A. h.d occurred in the United SI.te. far earlter, ,he C"",omer markot 
began to yield. brand-new <o<ia! " ient ifie ,'i.o.li,,,ion of ,,,,,swoe,,, 

... i>ted by Amer""n markrting . nd polling .genei", with George G.I
luI' and 'he Niehen Compan)' in the kod." lbc imas" i, produced 
in 'urn blorrcJ, ,hen eI'Cntu.lly oolite""'"" 'he figore. ,lut wer< em
blematic of the old categories of >Uti.l ",.ti!.cotion-the par>imonioo. 
worker, the " If-<acri!.cing hoo><wife, the di.oriented, f.;ci>l-leaning 
.. I.ried rtL1n , 'he co"",,·ati,·e burg"li,h m:Jn of colturc-to rtL1 ke w,y 
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(To "0 "'" ~_ """ .. 

"" .... ' ...... ..- ... tiOk· 1 

Cb..ng,ng ""wry",'. 1961, Y'rr".iay ', glu"o"""" uJm' .. 'Y 
u'VrJ", Iv'''''''e> rOm0r7"ui. ,lcd, com{<>Tr-mmd.d co,",um". 

In"<p""<, f.b",,'Y J96J, c.-t",..- tho Thonu.. j. W .. oon B,."" • 
• od F£Onom." I;b.-",·, CoIw.obio Un;",";' .. 

for noW 6gur<s-----!1>< middl<-of-rh<-road manageri.1 caJre, rhe J i!<:em

ing :\\", Con.umer, rhe biue -jcaneJ, 'ye -j'e" teenager, rhe ·.ffluenr 

worhr" - follow<J. on 'he 1970. and 1 gSO<. bj' 'he proliforario n of >0-

c.II<J lib,yle iJ<n,i,;" lih rh< Hupp<, rl>< Fr<och ~ui"ale"r of ,I>< 
Yuppie, 'he working wife. rh< Gay, or 'h< p .. ",,,,,ru wbo hung ou' in ' he 
f.>!-food <bop. of Rome and :\\ohn, 

A, in ,he Un i"J Sr.", earlier;n rh< «n,ur)", mOlhting ,pook< • • if ,I>< 
om» mark« ox;,.«I, Tru<. 'h< uru<tu« of Jemand w", ch.nging.llq;in
ning in 'he 1%0., u .. i"Oci picked up on 1 pl><oom<non ,har Am<ric3n 
con'um<r marht> h.J <xp<rienc«l •• <arly a< rh< 1920., I'cople with 
higher incom<. wer< 'h< fir" ro pur<h.« neW good' IiI:< , utomobile. or 

r<frig<r,tor< when th<y Cam< on 'he mOll", Bu, 'ho>< wilh low<r in
com<, mugh, up on oo,·dtie. more .nd more Gu ickly, In 1954, when 

w lor rdni.ion c.me on ,I>< mark" in Fra nco, 5,000 uni" wer< >old; in 
1%5, 4.2 million, The well--oll boorg<oi. f,mily m,y haw been lh< fir" 

'0 oxp<rime nr wi,h neW good, .rounJ 1%0. bu, arounJ 1970 il w •• ' he 
miJJle-h'd manager', hou,-<hold or ,,'<n 'h< okcenrJy p.iJ )'ou ng work

ing-<Ia .. f,mily lun<d ;nro .d,·coti'ing ,nJ willing ro buy' on cr<dil," 
Cia" di"i!K1ion. wer< known ro he >turdy', anJ «.1 we;.1 p"W<f re
main<d ,·,,,<d in olJ ,lil<' , hen 50. bu,in< .. founJ that for purp""" of 

ma rK«ing. i, worked 10 d i"iJc a ll of W«'em furup<,n wei"y inro four 

<01egori<, of r<Venue from A ro D. ,nd 10 pi'" m:ul"ing ",,,egic. at

wruingly, lr wa. e'p«ially <-"citing for ,h<m '0 ob«rw 'he emerg<n« of 
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'" 
• r><'" ",,,,.-mOddle, in the big mO\'emen! of low,,,-hd /) cam'r> W the 

"';"jog midd ling c." 
For 1ruI" con,umption t" l><comc the ma!<ri.1 oo,i. of • "ne,.. , i"ili,,

,ion,- to r«.ll Simon Patten'> ph .... . people of different b1tkgroonJ. 

h.d !O rccogni>< e,ch other with r«pctt ", ,h,red norm. of li"ing. nc" if 
they .cccpttd th" nO! .11 ci,;zen>, "'m<time. nc" h,nJI)' an)' of tIKm, 
<ould .ttain 'he m"" prc>tigioo. item<, With remark. bl, rapidity., 
w<>1,m [oropc p .. ",J from an "era of ",",c;ty" to on "cr. of .bon

donce ," idrologon of Europ,,." Con.umer SOC;")' bq;an to .peak of the 
"e", ·ci,'ili,."ion" of con.omption wi,hoot the dre.d 01 out-of-morrol 

ooiIti th.t the pro>pc<t of maSS wn.umptioo ha d .parh d among the 

bouq;roi,ic in 'he fir>! half of the century. The French >ociolog;" Joon 
Foum>!;". tl>< C. nJid, of the Imrie gio,;"u,e" or the Thirty Glory Year>, 

1945 to 1975, w., P'''Otolarl), d"'lLlCnt on the .obi«t , Li ke ['atl<n, 
he envi .. geJ con.umption .. having ci\'ilizing eff«,,: ". new genrc of 
life , hOllld normally creal< a neW Cil'iliution ,' he hazardcJ a. early., 

1947," Whcn Four."iC rctumed to the .ubi«t of the "<i>'iIi1 .. ion of 
<on<umm' tWo Jcc. d« 1,l<r, far from fearing that mOOem con.ump

tioo "andard, would de>troy thc old way of Iii<, he wekomcd that 

>ptnd ing b. on food and drink .nd more on lei.ure, hea lth, and edoc.
tioo would prolong a. wdl ., imprme life- for el'<ryboJy." A«ord

ingl)', primiti\'< con.um ption would gil'e waj' to cil'ili1ing con.omplion. 
Henccio"h the ph)'.Otally unhealth)' anJ oo<i.II)' immobile proletariat 
that con",,,,.ti,'« oftcn reprowd for .pending wage incre.",. OIl lood 

w .. Ireated a. " pable of becoming upwardl)' mobile , s.o the oblu«, 

obe", worker fixed to the table. gobbling down ph teful, of food would 
be tTIln>mosrified into • • I«k, quick-wined 'po",mm , Ialoming down 

the <li <lope •. hen"", thc image 1I1.1t w., &i"cn to illo.lr.,e thi. raJic.1 
change in the 1961 i""" 0/ En)re""", the bimonthl)' of French manage

rial elite<. i. >0 .mbiguou. that it i, hard to tell whether it wa> intended .. 
parody . bout pe,...,rul «If-Iran,for"""tion • • pre«ription for upward 

mobility. or an ugly "<rc<J!)'ping of thc worXcr. a >till ph),.i<. lIy repug
nant oo<ial antagoni". 

Building" [UfOp""n Community .fOund Consumption 

The figure of thc consomer-<itil<n took . fu"her >tep .waj' from the 

pa" with the ntabli.hmcnt of the Common M"ket in 1957. A"i<k 1 of 
the Treaty of Rome affirmed that the European Economic Communit)". 
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main "xci.1 o bj«1i"e w" "to prom"'e W the highe>! dq;rcc the >ati.foc
tion of need. of the [uropeam," In reality, onl)' one .,,"'Ie , numl><r 39. 
,ctuall)' u",d the term 'con,um<r, " in referri ng to 'grKultural policy.,. 

m .. n> '0 """ure r .. ""n.ble price> for deli"cry to con,ume!>," Ne""'he

"'" 'hc whok fr.meworK "I" i"'pired by thc neolil><ral f.i,h tha, the 
cnh l'J;ed m"Ke' .re. would improw ,I>< internltion.1 di"i,ion of labor. 
reli,,'c the obmu.c,ion' to 'hc pa''''gc of good" ,nd knd i,,,,1f to <Con<>

mi" of Kalc . nd >cope, such tha, con,umm wouk! I><"'~t from in
cre.oed producti" i,)', higher i",ome>, "'''I ,',riet)", .nd lower price<, In 

thc cuphori, ,lut . ccomp.nicd the fi", '''P; to implement thc tre"y. 
Jean lIlonnet prrJ>ctcd fl .. ly that Europe. n, would .,h"',"c "the >tan
J " d of AmeriCdn li"mg w~hin Mteen }'co",· ~ 

Europe's "foun ding hther" ",,,n', ><> f.r off the marK if We con.ider 

the . J ",,,,,,, m,de down to 1973- 74, Each )"e>r 'he g"'" nation.1 prod
tKt of France , Germ:Jn)', Ital)", .nd the Ilcnclux coun, ri" grew"" '\'C"ge 

3,5 perccnt • )'car comp.red with 1.1 percent in thc United Sta"" .nJ 
per tapi" con.umptioo grew 4.6 percent , comp>red with the latter'. 
2,9 perccnt .• \ Iore import,n" di'p<».ble income practicolly doublcd for 
w.ge and •• lory come,,- .nd ,he \'oIumc of trade within thc arc. triplcd. 

~ ua drupling for . utomobiles, wi,h \'i'il>lc re.ul" on purch.J..ing h.bi".'
A. tariff. dropped, the i)utch, inh.bitant> of a p.""h-fl" country wi,h 
no . ignilie,n, auW m:Jnufacture, di>eardcd thcir b,q'cb to mol'< aroun d 
b)' car, IIclgi,n f.milie., who had becn cut off from hou>chold . mcniti" 
by high tariff. md ineflieien, J imibu,ion, were ,uddenly cx!""'d to Ital

i.n refriger"or>, German w"hing mach in", . nJ Germ.n, Dutch, .nd 

J'pan"c radi"', hcn \t'c;t Germ.ny, 'hough the largc" exporter of 
hou"hold appliance., w" . 1", an importer of lower-range refrigerator>. 

w"hing m.chine<, and " dio<, a. well a. ,he .h<>« , underwcar, and food 
product> that we would cxpect from .haring m.lrKC" wi,h i" panne,,
France .nd 1t,ly," 

Thc excited perception th .. European IruI rKct. Wcre becoming homos
cni>cd to thc I><ncfit 01 thc con'umer cuntai",d. large mc.sure of wi.h
ful ,hinKi ng, which "I" gre.,ly reinforced br 'hc fint marketing 'U';'C)'S, 
The "er)' fir>! "'" conducted in 1963 under thc , u'p,cr> of the /I.,~<kr's 
Digest, ,he United State. premier .dl'<"i,ing medium, which, . fter in

"ailing it> h .. d~ ",,"er> at Par,' in 1945, had immcdiotcly Ixcome • [u
rope.n fix!ure, ",n<l.ting it> p,blum , libcrallr inter>per><d with .d
",,,i,,,ment,- in,1I of Europe'. le.ding langu.ge .rc .. , Interp rrting the 
gloriously illu>tra"d graph •• nd ch."" ",h",h were b."d on inter"ic"... 
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condUeled by .i . indq><ndent con.umcr re",arth comp. nic. of . >:Imple 
of 12,500 people, the eeonomi>! U. W, Ki1>inger concluded : ',he coun

,ric, of ,«'<>tern Europe, Bri .. in .nd tl>< Six Iii we excep' Centr. 1 and 
Sou,h It.ly) noW re. n), look , ub>tan'i.ny . like. TI>< homo of tl>< Du'ch 
h" 'e much of 'he .. me dumble gOO(!. ., 'he homc' of 'he Nonh We" 
1t.Ii.n., the home< of ,I>< Germ.n. hal"< moth tl>< >:Ime .mcnitie • ., 

'ho« of 'he Duteh."" Thi. finding did not precl ude myri,d tin)' differ
ence., <speci. ny in eating habit>, that plug> . nd oude" were .. rely com
p"ible from country '0 countr)', ,h .. phorm,ceutic.l, li ke birth con trol 
pin. that Were licensed in on< plac, We,e "" nned in anotl>« Nor did i, 
pr« lude huge price d iffere n,i,l. for the •• me or simih r good., which 

Common ,'.Iue-added ' axe< >ought '0 dimin ish <taning in , I>< early 
19;0.. <XlI;' '0 be ,hw.ned by leap> .nd d i"C< in curre!KY' We, from ooe 
countr)' '0 .nother. But then 'he notion of • Europe.n con.umer, like 'he 
American con<umer 0< for that = tler, the helKh. Germ.n. or It.lian 
one, w" in I,'!;e m,asure a marketer>" fic,ion in 'he foce of 'he cb .. ge< 
of cI.", loc. li,y, and e,hnic background in'ernal to ncr)' n>lion , •• well 

., le"'ing ou' h.lf of Europe , It was • conl'enien' fiction , nonethcbs, for 
io.',,,ol>. m.:Irke'cn , and public official •. The d i>col'ery of common "m
.urner habit>-which c",,'Ume" , hem",I,'« wouiJ " ill ha,'e been hard 
prnsed to reaJj;nite- redounded poli'ically '0 'he ",(:cm of ,I>< eme,!;
ing Europe, n Com mun i'y, .. king in'o . ceoUn' that it< firs, dim w •• to 

moll".te im'e"ment and 'hereb)' ><cure greater econom ic integr.,ion. 
Official Europe h,d emioaged tha, the Common ~\arh, would rein

fo"c ,in wi,h 'he United S,ate>, just •• offici. l Americ. emi .. ged that it 

would reinforce US, ,ic. to Europe." But nobody .n,,,,ip"cJ 'hc dcgrrc 
'0 which f ... -footed American ('Orpom,ion, mO"ed in, or 'he degree to 

which thO)' Were capable, far more ,h.n before the war. of IC"' in& 'heir 
mark on entire ",ctor> of «onom", ,,'i\'i')', including thooc that had oncc 

.«med cspeci. lly' re,i". n' to Americ. n corporate inroad., like food and 
m.iling. Down untiI195 ~-59. unb. tl><)' . Ire,d)' h. d <ub>tan,i.1 <>pe

rieocc in the region, li ke Koda k. Coca -Col. , or 'hc big . utom.km, mOSt 
comp, nie. ",)"d d car of con, inental Europe. «.red off by the reguh

,ion., fearful of I.oor unre>!, md d i.ma)·ed b)' .nti-American , nimo>i'y. 
For high return, from direel ime"ment .bro.d, they prelcrred utin 

Americ. or 'heir .pec;'1 f"'oril<, Anglophone G ood., where by 1%0 
U,S. comp.ni« ow"cd ~ 3 peree n' of tl>< cap ital in" e"ed in m.nufactur
ing." Howe>,er,., regulation< beg. n to be lifted, . nd o. profits on >tan
dardited good, .. gged in , he United Sta' e>, while Con,umer . pending in 
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Europe prumi><d 'u con,inue '0 ri.e, US. en!<rpri"", l>«.m< exci!<dl)" 

bull i.h .bou, im<>ling in ,I>< Common .\Iarht, <>J>«i.ll y .ine< ,1><)" 
wer< aMon!3ged b)' ,I>< o\'""alued doll.,. Accordingly 'he old finn> ",. 

doubled 'heir efiorl> •• nd neW comp.ni" ru,hed in. Where. , Americ.n 
c.piul c"",ribo!<d perh,,,, 2 J><r<cn' '0 fixed capiul form .. ion in 1950. 

i, . mounrcd '0 5.2 J><!Cen' in 1965." .\Iorro\'er, 'he dlceu for exceeded 
'he o\,er.1I ..olu"" of im'e"""n' , for i, Was d i=,ed ,oward highly ,·"i· 

bk indumie" "",. bl)" food, C"""<lin. and hou",hold . ppliance>. .11 01 
wh"h Were ch.",crcriud bj' rapid gruw,h, high profit>,.oo he .. 'Y mar· 

k<ling. C.piulizing on . scak 01 ope,,'ion. th., wa> used to cun,inen" 
,iu market>, EuroJ><an·wide di<rributiO!1 nctworh •• nd well--oiled mar· 

k<ling dep.rt""n'" Ameri<on compani" were well po'i'ioned '0 be the 
fin ' '0 offer oo>,elric, or low ... o>l model,. ~uch Wa. well known '0 be the 
co", of the ford T.unus, which ... it sc' . bo", "iu conq"''' of [ur0J><: 
lorced [uroJ><.n car monuf.ctur<r>, 'he fr<och in part"u!.r. to bring 
down the pr"e of tl><ir low·qliodcr mode\" In "iew of 'he aim 01 the 
Common ;l,1>rkcr '0 oller <o",ume" more choiCe> and lower pric«. 

America n corporarion. pro"ed "more Europe.n than 'he Europe.n.,-' 
It w. , f"'C!OtaIl)' impo"ibk to esc'J>< ' he new logi' 01 compcri,i"" e>

!3bh.l><d b)' American mu ltin .. ion.1 capi!3li.m, Chari<> Jc G,ulle, tl>< 

au>ter< pre'iden' of 'he Fifth Republic, regarded U.s, mulrinational, a. 

the long arm of American imJ><ri.Ii,m, . nd lih the million. of "'her 
r<.Jc" of Jean·J.cque. &,,'.n·Sch rieber". celebrated book Tilt Amm· 
c.m U,,,lIeng< 11967), he w. , ".nd.liud 10 di,co,'er that .he bigse" ,in' 
gle «onom)' In the new Eurupe was nor .ny [u r0J><.n nation. bu. ,I>< 
IOtal output of Americ.n co rporario", ope ... 'i,,!; within tl>< Common 
,' Iarkct. It w .. Scn'on·Schrieber·, pr<"'ien' r<commend"ion 'hOI Euro

J><,n componi« orgoni" ac"'" noti<><l.llin« in ,I>< image 01 their U,S, 
counterp.rt>. Their "'paci'y 10 mooiliu capital ond knowledge was "pe

ci.Il)' import. nt in 'he arena of !<!cwmmuni,".m' .nd inlorm .. i"", to 

comJ><!< with Americ.n firm. in the onru.hing nex' ph.« 01 iO\'e>1meOl 
and innO\, .. ion,~ 

No' being able '0 eliminate U,S, m:muf."uring, de G.ull" go;'em' 

menl tried", bend i, 10 .he .d,>n'age 01 'he heoch economy. Thi' w •• 
the thinking behind the G.ulli" r<,'olution in 'he J><Tfume indu.tr),. A, 

"andard. of hygiene changed and income ro><. a huge « port mark" 
w.s oJ><ning up for the .cen!> C!Cdted by 'he «nturico·oId indu,,!}" «n· 

tem! .. Gra"e, . Im'eI)' medic".1 hillrop "'wn of Proreoce ,urrounded 
by fickh 01 .ubero><, I,,'ender, ""'s, . nJ j .. mine. Ho,,",,'cr, like m.n)' 



de Grazia, Victoria. Irresistible Empire : America's Advance Through Twentieth-Century Europe.
Cambridge, MA, USA: Harvard University Press, 2005. p 380
http://site.ebrary.com/lib/uvalib/Doc?id=10314262&ppg=380
Copyright © 2005. Harvard University Press. All rights Reserved.
May not be reproduced in any form without permission from the publisher, except fair uses permitted under U.S. or applicable copyright law.

'" 
",her cmtt-b.>ed con.umer inJu<tr;«. it WO< ""t inclined ", budge from 

old rootine>: per/um< oil was obl.incd by cni1curagc, ",hOth in \'oll'<J <01-
i<c.jng mJ ""ming blossom, .nd root. in hug< COPPC' YO" with chemi

c.1 wI,'cnt>. thon tamping 'heir oxtratt' ",j,h lali"w, Slow and conly. th< 
proc< .. w,. . 1", limi"J b)' mort.g« of raw ""'teri.l,. And it proou«d 
an "n".bl, prodoc. with on unpr<Ji<1,blc ,hdl lif<. ",hOth pot 1 crimp 
on .JopI ing ",,;'01 mark«ing >I",tq;;, o. In tl>< 1950., though G""",', 

perfume inciumy " iii <""trolled 95 perrent of ,he \1:'<0,', trad, In natural 
raw .rormti, matori,l" it h.d little dune< to <ompet' .broad, much 
!<O, to .,ui./), growing demand on hOm< markel>. lncr.,.'ingly. i, had to 

lac, 'he ch,lIenge of "pc"';"ci)' m.,. <led Amcricon .)",h<1;< occnt> im

poTted by [ui'r [-"uJ,r, K,"I"", E1i>ahc'h Arden . • nJ H,,,ict Hub b.rd 
A)'cr, which in 'urn h,d buil, no' ju" on morh'ing ,kill, bu, on 'he 1.<1 

,run 'he Un;I<d S .. ", h.d ,orne ou' 01 'he ",or wi, h • cu"i n~-<Jge chem;
col ;ndumy, ,hanks in f'1n!O the p'"eIKC 01 foreign chern;"" n",.bly 

German. >od Jew •. Con><q ucntiI', when ,he US. 6rm Uni,'e".1 0;1 Prod
oct', ",hich had de"eloped .ynthetic "en" b\, tapping in'o 'he conecn
,,,,,cd k""w-how gener,I<d .round 'he pc!ro-.chemic.1 worh 01 nonh
ern Ne", Je",(, m.nhland" pre><"I<d i' self on 'he Kene , the French 
>t,I< wekomed i,. In 1966;, licensed the comp. ny' !O purch.se • m.jority 
. hare in Chiri<, the bi);!;,,' French producer. In return the French inciu>try 

o htained .cr,,<!O U.S. f'1"nt< and internalio",1 m"kn >-includ;ng the 
h rge" and n..rde>t to enter, ,he Americ.n. By' 1970 American finn! h.d 

.. ken o"<r eben of F"oce's fi l'«n kadi ng pcrfum<" comp.ni" •• nd 'he 
whole ,,<lor n..d becn r<l·.mped. I',ri,i.n connoi."u" may h,,'e noted 

'he differe""e, bu, not perhap. ",ealthy P.rk Avenue matrons, mLlCh Ies, 
ne", mn", 01 fragran'ly scented <on.um"" . In 'he nc." j'co". Gra." 

would di,,<nily. becom ing a. we lf known lor ;t< produc'ion 01 lood
fI"'oring add;, i,,,, .nd other 'j'nth"ic oJo,," a. lor i" perfume Ira
g,.","." 

A. the Common ,\I .. k" !r.n.lormed loc.l. delimited. ,od l.m;li .. 

group< 01 dien" into t .. n,n"io"" l, unlimited. and unkno",n mao". 01 
<on.umer>, 'he momen' "'., ripe lor Americ.n markning to reappear on 
the "cne.~ Uh U.S. corporation. ~cner,lf)', .dvcrti'in~ .~enci<> h.d re
duced their £uropran in,·cstmrnt> to. trickle .lter the war in .ntic;pa

t;on of more SC<:ure time>. 1. Walter Thomf"OO w .. typic.1 ;n this rnpet1. 
cautiou,ly reopening it> I'ari< ol&e at the tum 01 the 1950< .nd setting 

up. one-room , tWo-m.n office in F .. nk lurt in 1951. A< the Treaty 01 
Rome "''' <o",loded, the Ne", York ol&e put it> Europe.n .gen" on 
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noti<e to "k«p ,he.d 01 de"elop"",n" in the Common :\brket and be 
llexible enough to ,.ke .d"anlage 01 « 'er)' opponunit)'. - ., So the)' would , 

The complC1d)' "roil! .k)'-K"rered city 01 Fran klun , not London or 
I'ari,. wo< the cenler 01 J'IX'T', neW continenlal rc.lm. Under the dir«tion 
of the Sibi.n-born Pet" Gilgow. who, in the mid left by the war .nd the 
AllicJ occup>1ion, Wa> fo'!;d )' Arneri<"" trained, the com p.n)' Hour
i,hed, Hy 1964 J\t'T'. >1.11 of 470 6l1ed. fi,'e-.lOry m.mion .h,g.ide 
,he cun,ui>r building. on !lodenheimer Lands,,,,,,, and Wa. h..ndli ng 
aceount> I", 117 rrodo<t> .nd "''''K'', itKluding 'he Germ.n -m.de 
Ford T.unu., Kral" Pep.i-Cob. Triumph women', unde,!;armcn!>, Uni
Ie"" ""'r< .nd dete,!;en'" :\bggi bouillon cube., Fin du. lro><n food;. 
Ik lIcer> di.mond" J.cob. (Germany", Lr,!;e" wllcc manul.cturer), . nd 
,he /)cut .. he Bank. A, in 'he Ino.. it> equipmen, sc' 'he new".n<lard 
for full-""'i« 'genei". In addi,ion '0 h •• ing it> oWn pho'ogr.phi< film 
edi'ing wi,h ,\\O\'iol.. ><lund-recording >ludi", • • projection the.ler with 
clo"d-ci rcui, ,d",i,,,,n, .nJ • r«<.rch library with current mag.zine, 
. nd n<l"'pare" from.1I ",'er 'he world, it installed it> own g1e.ming in

dumi.1 kitchen '0 '''' produc!> . nd packaging." 
A, earlier, JWT thri"ed on the exIC.,"rricul .. inter«" 'hat it re

garded a. indi'ren"ble to marketing in. " n'icc-oriented weiety, Cro ... 
Europe. n marke" ... ere indecJ more homogeneou,. Bu, a< the U.S , ex
rerience taugh' that fa,!;e-.cale markC1ing camp.ign, c.lled for "a high 
d<gr« 01 !kxibili,y b.1ed on loc.1 knowledge, - J WT hocked the found.
,ion of ESO,\ IAR. the furorean Society for ~hrkC1ing.nd Opinion Re
" .. ch." The comp.n)' .1>0 pbj-cd. cen,,,1 role in e",bli.hing 'he neW 
Germ.n A.weiation of Full-Service Ad,'eni.ing Agenei" (("'dlo,,:h.r. 
Werbeagentoren, or GW), whOch, like 'he "Four N., - or American A",>
ci" i"" of Ad,'enioing Agencio>, wo< '0 impro,'e and prom",e 'he pro
fmi"", One of il> 6", ini,iati,'" w •• ro lobb)' to roll back ' he competi
,ion-inhibi ,ing Iq;i .fation that the N"i, had pa.«J to mor.li" ' he 
.d,'eni,ing indu>lrY. J'IX'T w" .1", 'he foremo>' loc.1 .d,'oc,te of ,he 
"",,;.1 ,dl'Cr!i.ing- . d""c.ted at home by the Ad,'eni'ing Countil to 
dcflw the publi<: cri,ici"" of 'he indu",y in<iICd bj' 'he "u..,ding wfit
ing oi Vance Packard and Ralph Nader, Working under 'he au.pite> of 
,he GW. it comp.igned for Communit)' Spiri, in A<liO<l (Ak'iO<l Gcrnein
.inn l. a \'oIun'ccr corp. who« honorary pre>iJent Wa. Wilhelmine 
Liibke, ,he wife of the Federal Republic" pfc<ident. II> fouf-)'"r goal ..... 
"to ed\lcate ,he W", German to. democrat'" "-'j' of lile bj' inAu,"ci ng 
him '0 become '<lil'< in public . ff.i". - JWT "' •• re'pon,ible lor 'he .10-
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go n "The gOl'<mmeni c.nnOl do "ul~hing, il sbould nOl do <lery

Ihin~-Ihe cili"n must play hi> part in public affai" ,' •• well ., for i!1 
bugaboo: Herr Ohnemi<helIMr. Indifferencc).;o 

I\y ioinin~ Ameri<an <o<iabililY with European <o<ial "'IiJarity in the 
name of an emerging ",,,'i<e-orienled society free from ."Ie interferenco, 

Jwr wa> on the <arne wa"elenglh •• V:'cst Gcrman(. ren»conl Rotary 
dub.. By the end of the 1960. Ihe Fedc .. 1 Republic of Germ.ny offered 

Ihe ide. 1 ccuoomi<, pol~i<al , and <ultural homu. for a fre.h bloom of 
duh<. A quirt few recalled the dub>" tormente d effort to conform to Ihe 

Nati regime. But the pre .. lcnl belid w •• thai the pre Wdr circb were 
cr.dles of liberali.m, which • • fler they ",ere forced 1o di.",I,'e by the di<

.. tor>hip, hun~ on .. 'Club< of Fricnd,- h .... "'d b)' the Gc".po. Th" 
Ihey .urviwd Wa. the re.olt of bond. of fricnd.hip .nd heroic . d. of ,ub

ler/uge by mean. of which they pre",nd the club reg.lha in the h« of 
N»i terror. A. the Ameri<.n force. occupied German)" the 'o,,'i" i n~ cir

d" >ought 1o regroup, When Iwent)'-"','cn-redr-oid Captain ll<>n Shel
don, a ROI.ri,n from I're,""oll , A,i"'"". occupied ~ lon ich in the nome of 
lhe Finh Army on April 30, 1945, he developed an immedi.te .f~nit), 

wilh K.,I Sch.,nagl • • bread m.nuf",ure" former m.)'o~ and onrtime 
dining companion of lhom>. ,\lann .. Ihe Mond.), Itotar)' gathe ring •. 
Right .f", the trour< " orri"'1. old Sch.,nasl h.d gone .round 1o cilY hall 

1o inlrodoce him«1f a, a ItOl .. ian-ihe proof hi< blue-gold ename l lapel 
pin ",,,led in in lill ie box, which he h,d kept hidden .w')' in hi. W>I 

pocket .11 lhe lime he Was impri>oned .. Dachau , IAn unlikely "0')', 
. niffoJ ItOl")' Inlem .. io""]'. Swi" h.i""n, when he hcard i. , If he had 
re.lly had it wi.h him and he really ha d been .. Dach.u be wou ld h,,'e 
been dead , BUI th .. w .. ca' r enough to.,y for oomei>oJy who had sat 
. ighl .. . lick in Zu rich throughout the war.) Anrw,)' I're>lon treated 
lhe pin .. ROlO,i.n' intended: a> a badge of re<ti.ode . nd mo,",1 r«og
nition , AMG01~ the Ameri<an occupation foree<. nccdcJ a ncW lord 
ma)'Or fo, Munich • • nd al.hough the officer in command of ",doc.

lion program. I. ItOlar;'n from Tu". I""" , AI. bama) would Ialer iudge 
Scharnagl " not >0 hOI ., an Uherburgcrmci>l<r in thi. d'r and age,' he 

wa< duly .worn in, hi. enamel ItOlar)' lar<l pin lhe only decoration 
.dorning hi. la nk, thre.dbare dr<'>' .uil. The time>, if not. new .piril of 

.., .. itt , had him ou. wilh the r<ople in the next lerribk mom h., a pun.
checked. ,na);gle-"'OIhed old senileman. !>king hi. lorn at the ' h""d to 

dig out lhe rubble leI! b)' ""enlY Allied bombing ruo.: ' 
Rotary Internation.1 had wanted 10 hold off reorpni.>ing lhe Ge,man 
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club, for at I"" 61'< )'ear>---until Germ,n)' h,d it< oWn gO"emment, 10-

c,1 apphc. nt>, like ner)'bod)' el>< , wu ld p ... through den>lili<.,io n 
proced ure" ond 'he &Igi.n" .nd other people> who h.d .uffered under 

the Na,i occupation, were pacified. Howner, 'he Americ.n ... w the 
club< a. contrib u' ing ' 0 defending the IX"', ' g.Jin" S<wi<1 '!;l;,,,<ion, So 
Rotary", .. back in Germany b)' 194 9, earlier th,n anybody exprt1ed, 
except onetime Gem ... n Rotarian •. With the ari<tocratic memlx .. i1cd or 

dead , the Jewish bourgeoi.ie <Xlingui.hed, an d the profe .. ional. and 
bu,in'" elite. ",ra bbling to deal with the materi,1 core. 01 ncr),d .y life 

hH'ing little time for cultural ",U-<:O<ltemph tion , ' he Germ,n club mem
b<n promi",d to b< model intcrnOlional citi'en" Asoiduou, .bout mea

.uring it"'U .g. in" intem.:l,ion,1 norm>-f", ",ict attend.nce, recruiting 
)'ounger memb<r>, intre. ,ing contact> wi,h loreigner>, and .pon'Oling 
communi,), .cr,'ice program>-,he moVement .pre.d rapidl)' during the 

1%0.. <>prciaily in the pr"'prring indu",i,] >od commercial center> 01 
the Rhine and Ruhr. In Cologne , where Max Adenaucr, the founding f.
ther and Konm d', >on , ",", the pre.ide n, in 1%9- 70, luil)' 'hree ROI.I'}' 

club. had b<m e".bli,hed '0 mee' t he n«d. of the groWing midd le 
"I .. ", of the ' p rawling cit),: that )'ear 320 were . cti"e in t he Germ.n 
Fedcral Republic, org.lni>cd in ,,>cn diotri<u with 11,500 memlxn; , Ser

"icc , tr.n.lated 'imply", D,m'i or D;'""/m'ung. had b<come a f.miliar 
concept, .nd the dub Wa. regarded a •• model of both ><xi. 1 ,nd intern>

tion,1 ",,'Ocr, Aden,ucr wa. reponedl)' , 'cr)' bu.)' a, town ,upe!'!i"'r,),C! 

he penon.Ii)' ",'cr .. ". .. the dub activi,i". Ol'<r the pre" iou. tWo j'ea" he 
h. d <pearhcadcd the cfiom '0 commemor.te the IoniC!h an ni,'" .. ry 01 

the club" foundat io n by rai<ing moni" '0 p urth .. e • Volkswagen ,'an 
for a >chool for mentoil), and phpic.lly handicapped ,,,MIent>, In . ddi

tion to lund ing fellow,hip< for univenit¥ >tuden!> . nd >ending cmer
gene)' relief ,bro.:Jd in co",. of natural d i,.>tcr>, Cologne'. Roury dub. 

often joined fore<l with .he Lion. Club and o.her volun1<er a",,,,iation' , 
In Fran kfun PC!" Gilow. head 01 J 'I:'T, 'hough not a memb<r hi m><lf, 

frequently attended 'he w«klf ROIar), luncheo",:' 
Wh" dKi thi' t hanged "n'ibil~y ",ward ""'ing ci,i"n' .. tonSum

er. me.n for con,umer right>, At the ou,,.,t, the European Community 

IachJ an)' (,('<Kepi 01 'he rep"><n"tion of con.umen, Anicle 19J of the 
1957 Treaty of Rome called for ,n "Economic ,od Soci.1 Committee,

one 01 who" fUrK.io.,. W ••• O 'repre"nt the d ilferen, ""togoric. of eco

nomic ,nd ><>cialtife: .prcili<.lIy named a. "producer>, .griculturnli"" 
di>tribu'on;, worker>, ret.ilcn, art i •• n" ,he lib<ral profe .. io"" and the 
gener. 1 in1<=','" "Con,umer>- weren't mentio ned , There Were high 
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hope. """<thcle« ... a ,poh,wom,n for Francc ', \\:'omcn', Ct,';e and 

Soci. 1 Uni"" ",,,.Iled: "The Europe.n hou>cwifc ,..ill !;din from h"'ing 
'he whole of furop< for oo"",hold furni.hing.! Tdni.ion will crao< 
whal rem. in, of comm<rci.l I,""ti,,,, " Thou~h ton<UIT1<r> did ind«d 
<xr<ricn<c greater choice. price. Were rarely lower, except in the fiercely 

<ommi,;;'c automobile . nd r<frig<mtor m .. k«<. Wh" the Women', 
Union .... ",oJ from con,umcr-<:itiumhip w •• • ctil'< rcpr"cn",;OIl . thot 

con.umen; b< p rotagoni>!. rather ,h.n p."iH .ubje"'. wh"", dn;,,, 
Were HI to ,he interpret;,,< whim. of pn,'''' <ntcrpr;«. ,\bn}' had <>p<

rierKcd di"',icnr.';on, il not damage, from rapidly ch.nging ma1crial 
hab'''. ~hrkct<r. had >I'pped in "ihm' public pl.nne" foarcJ!O trcad . 
• AII.ffirma!;o,,".o !he con'm,)', the wi.!. ><em> <" be!O tu,n". int" the 
t )'pical wn>umcr of ,he con.umer <ociet}', who« mood i. <x.ctly pr<>

ent-<l.y American ><>Ciet)' ... • 
"The .ftluent oociety b.nk> the ~ r." of ind ignation. - k'),mond Aron 

f.mou.ly 01=,,'«1 in I ~57." TI-.< &O\'erning Con«",u. w .. thai, ., in the 

United State., leh "r<li!:ions- would die off with the con""lidati"" of the 

Co",umer >oeiet)', following to their gr ... e. the r<.ctionary C",holie .nd 
na,ion.li>!ie ideologic> of the 1 ~ Jih, It W1> poorol>r to mi~uote \t'orncr 

Sumbart to the effect th .. in Americ. "><>ci.li.m broke .part on "0.01, of 
ro.o>l beef .nd .pple," n.cre.her Europc. n poIi'iul 'j'stcm. would >leer 

• decidedly centriot COO"" mor< .nd more r<>embling Ament. ', "non
ideologic.l- .ltemation of pooh,ic. 1 partic •. That Americ.ni, .. ion would 

,cou lt in 'he .uppr< .. ion of left-wing pooli'ic. "'". consoling pro>pcct for 
conser .. ,i" elite •. Th.:., Europc. n mltu,.1 ".Iue. migh, .uffor, il not bc 
<xti nguisl-.<d in the proce», undem.nd.bl)' ,"u«d >ome . ngui,h. J'ierre 

M,..c, the grand old man 01 Fr<nch plann ing, .poke '0 thi' pr<dic.mcnt 

ju" .fter the Fr<och parli.ment pa'>cd tl-.< Fourth Pt.n in February 1%2 
wi,h pr.ctic.II)' no deb.te. He recognized ,hi. nent ••• real turning 

poin', lor the gool of pl.nning w •• no lo nger me .. ure. on beh.lf of 'he 
«onomic mooerni""ion and minimum wdl-bcing regarded a< ind i'pcn>

.ble to 'he .. !ration of , I-.< French nation: i, w •• highor . nd higher b 'd, 
01 ind i"idLLlI consump,ion pure .nd .imple , For bc i, from him '0 "re

proach 'he coru.umcr- or phil"",phil< .bout 'he "fluid Iron'." bc,wccn 
need . nd de.ir<, " Yet ",I-.< c",,!umer societ)" h.d to tal:c responsibil

ity for "colk",i,'e good, " .gain .. the "pc"'or>< clfect.- 01 'he "cult 01 
growth rat"" 'hat re.ulted in". Ies. limited idea of m.nkind ,- Ande",,

. umer> had tl-.< dutl" '0 enlighten themoch'cs to 'heir true need •• nJ to <x
orei« 'heir poo",or to curb tl-.< eX,,,,,. pcrpctr. ted in 'heir ... me .... 

The f.ct that eon",,·ati« .od center-right pooli'ic.1 ccali,i"". h.d been 
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the main be""6ciari,, 01 rcuti>e well-being ha d origimlly ""I)' rcin

lor<<<l the left', view 'h1t m m c"",ump''''" Wa, I"'Ii,iC1l1y nom bing. 
Hownc~ in recogni'ion that con.umer good. wer, >1ill Hry un""nly 

distributed .nd 'hat their co"" ito,n!> wanted higher u.ooard. 01 living. 
the ,oti,1 democra'", . nd Commoni .. left prc,<cd fur higher p,y p><k'1>, 

,,-.:cp'ing 'he tra deoff, ",mel)' .pccdop>, ph,,'ical cxh, ,,"iOll, ,,'m the 
10<, of I"'l itical m ice. To reinfore, >o<i.1 ><>Iid.,it)", 'hey .1", prc",d lor 
more soti.1 inf,.>1rocture, pu blic 'ran'l"'rt , and collwi,', program> lor 
ki,uf<, end,nors ,hat more of1<n ,h. n no' Were Iru",,,,J or w.)'I.id , 

The fir" heyday of inJ i,'idLLlIi>1 mn, con.um ption-lh, 1960.-", •• 
• 1", 'he hi!:h point of mOOeo' ",,,ion,1 and mun",ipal Communist and w
cial C .. hol'" foma of coll,cti>'< soci.l . nd cuit ural undertaking.---<>uting 
club., loc,1 gOHmmen,.1 ,'>cation> lor children .nd pen.ion,,,, ""blic 

th,., ,,, .Itemati,', mo";' circuin, .nd "" o n. Wondering abou, ,he I"'Ii'i
cal ,ff"" of ,he>1< proj"'" critic> within the left . d ed whether the "col

h,i,'i""ion of cOll.ump'ion - "'., «.lIy ",),non)"l"ou, wi,h democra'i
,."ion." Th, an.",er, "no'h ing em bb u. to .. y ",,- g"""rcJ. wide 

comen,,,, , To incre." ·the quan'ity . nd q uali',' of co""umer good, . nd 
",rv",,," "" I)' )'ielded the ·appearance· of d""",,"c,', '" long . .. h, "u.

'" - ""',,,"ed .ignihc.n,ly differen, " apti'ude> to UK them ,' -
lbc>1< i .. LIC, came '0 . head in the ,'.>1 prote" mownent of >todent> 

and ",or\;e" in 1968--69, !lOW generally "en . , • double mo,'em,nt , One 

w •• iden'ified wi,h ,'oun& ",or\:e" "pecially, <xpre"ing outr'g' at in

equ. li,,. of . "". to m,,,, con.umer weiet}" The other id,n, ified wi,h 
.",d,n" ex pre"ing outrage at 'he . ccumula,ion of problem. th1t m ... -

con'umer "",ie'y not only ha d "'" ",1,'Cd, bu, in elfw h. d cx.cer
b>t«l-lhe I"" of. >en", of the outhent",i,y of TTUlterial lil, .. "",i,,«l 

with old kind. of I.bor, cr.ft, and ne i!:hborhood •• nd 'he dosing ofl of. 
>en« of Imure in the >ub>1i,u,i"" 01 !:Iaoo project< of ""i. 1 «demption 

b,' 'he humdrum 01 ",,.11 incremen" 01 m.1<rial change .... 
00, ou'com, w •• 'hat ofli<i.1 Europe began to recognize the ' ''''

.umer ••• n oq;.Jnized intcre" , After rtje{1 ing the need lor. 'pe,ili< 
con'umer I"'ht)" in 1967, in 1975 ' he [urope.n &onom;' Communi" , 
bunched it> oWn "coruumcr prOlection . nd inlormation I"' l ic~. - .., Thi. 
recosoitcd fi,'e ri!:hl> : '0 'he pro,wion of health .nd safety, '0 'he .. 1<
guarding 01 ,ronomic in1<re>1>, to rcdre", ' 0 .Mice .nd g""h ncc, . nJ '0 

rep""n"'i",,. In :\hy of 'he ",xt rear 'he [EC C1rri«l ""' it< fir" S)ud,' 
of Europu" Con,umer" TIl", ),,)",'''),, A'piro/ion< a,Id KmJu,ledg< of 
Cwmmer Aff~;,'. Thi •• how,d ,h" 10" 01 people h.d indeed corne ' 0 
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idenlify Il><m«k« .. wn>umcr>, bUI not fi", .nd forem",,'. I'any loy· 
a lll' >fill m.,t<r«1. I\UI m.ny of lho>< int<rvie'l"<d Id, Ihar Ihe poolil",al 
p."i<> in general did tlOI wIKern Il><m",II"< • .,,1I <ff«Ii,'elj' wi,h Ih<ir 

problem ... wn.um<r1;." Gi,'en Ihot 'ho «"'.umor in!<ro>! wa. likely to 

bc<:ome iIKr<.<i n~ly brt,,, articula'od. 'hi< fin ding did no' bode well for 

Ihe ""lidi!r of p'''r . 1Iq;i,o<<>. 
Tho ,'ery ambigui'y of ,hi. mownorpho<.i •• pok< 10 !he or<nn,,,. of 

po>.ibili'i<>, bUI .1""0 'ho wnfusion and wnHit1 of in'ore'1> wmpol ing 
in Ihe ",--called no,.. Euror< of ,I>< I %0. : a -Euror< of 12 1,750,000 con· 

. ume,.. -" Wh<roa. "OX"" Eur0r<." 10 ree.1I Fran,oi. l)cl,i,i', oxprco· 

. i"" , h.d """'Ij' f.llen und~r Ihe So.iot .phor< of inHumce, "hor«pow<r 

Euror<- was <I'C! more ,'i.iblj' <panned br 'he long hand 01 Amcric.n 
eorpoorate enterpri",. and by Ih< n<oc.l"ini« ethic 01 >en'Ocr c.piuli.m 

of . re oorn. rapidly .pre.ding Rotarj' cl ub movem<nl, ,I>< re\'amping of 
rna .. di>!ribu,ion .y"om" ,I>< proliferation of full ·",,'Ocr .d,'eni,ing, 
m1!keting. and poolling agenei", Ih< r<now<d l ri umph of Hollrwood 
fi lm., .nd ' ho eireu]',i"n o f }<, mor< o<W "",i,1 imon,ion'--11>< ",If·« r· 

"Ocr ,upormarkot, 'he . 1 1 ·o~ uippcd con.umer household, . nd Ih< end· 
le"ly prolifera'ing lifco'rb . haped br f •• !--changing con,um<r indu"'i« 
of 'he I. " ~uar1er of 'he Iw<n,ioth cenlury. 


